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Abstract

This action research aims to study the process and levels of participation of a community
in developing a nature trail, as well as assessing the potential of the trail as part of a community-
based ecotourism project in the community. The research methods include qualitative research
approaches and activities for developing the trail. The community forest committec and core
members of the "Temple Ground Council” were actively involved in the following activities: (1) a
survey of the trail, (2) a workshop on "ecotourism management and development of a nature
trail”, (3) developing the trail, (4} a field trip, (5) the first try-out for the trail, (6) the second try-
out, and an assessment of potential of the trail.

The findings show that the development of a nature trail in Khao- Hua-Chang community
forest is compatible with an approach used in developing nature guided trails in conservation
areas. Natural interpretations in the trail are based on the villagers' ways of life, which depend on
nature, together with Khao Hua-Chang history and beliefs about the forest. This is significant for
promoting visitors' understanding about the close relationship between human beings and nature.
The development process involved three groups of participants: two sections in the community
forest committee, which included the management and the public relations sections, as well as
core members of the "Temple Ground Council”. The level of participation in cach group was
different. The management section was involved in all levels of participation, whereas the others
participated in some activities,. Their participation is related to both internal and external
conditions. The internal conditions include informal lcaders with a vision of development and
conservation, mechanisms contributing to community cohesion, kinship rclationships, as well as
public awareness of the community forest as common property. Frequent visits for studies and

research from outsiders is also an external condition significant to the participation,
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The community's participation in developing the trail was part of thc mechanism
contributing to public participation in the community. Such prevalent mechanisms contribute to
on-going processes of sharing experiences, insights and knowledge for both villagers and
outsiders. This can also lead to the promotion of awareness concerning sustainable development

for all concerned parties.
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