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Abstract

Travelling is a recreational activity; moreover, it is able to both positively and negatively affect
the economy, society, culture, and environment as seen in the Phi Phi Islands, Aw Nang
District, Muang, Krabi Province, Thailand. Ecotourism is thus an altemative form of tourism that
can help to reduce these impacts, since one of s principles is to offer an interpretation about
the ecosystem of an environment and the impacts on this ecosystem from fourism by person or
non-person. Therefore, this research aimed to 1) record the legends of the Phi FPhi Islands, 2)
develop them inlo a self-quiding booklel, and 3) evaluate this booklet to a better environmental

interpretation.

The research had 2 stages of data collection. First were the in-depth interviews with 11
interviewees, using purposive sampling, snowball sampling, and available sampling: these were
analysed by the case record method. There were also observation and fieldnotes during this
stage. All these data were friangulated to find the relationship and interpreted to explain the
results. Second, the developed self-guiding bocklet was evaluated by 45 samples from Thai and
foreigh tourists, 207 registered travel agencies, and 2 organisations. The data at this stage were
analysed by frequency, percenlage, mode, and multiple responses for open-ended questions by

the Statistics Package for Sccial Sciences {SPSS) for Windows Version 16.

In the first stage, the Phi Phi island legends booklet was developed (full colour A3 8-fold; width
10.50 cm x length 14.50 cm; mixed fonts, sizes 9.5-14 point). The bookle! has short
explanations of the following 5 themes: 1) Phi Phi Island: Legends of the Island, 2) Land of
resources before land of world class tourism, 3) Transportation by local ancient boat, 4) King
Rama IX’s visit, and 5) Gypsies are new Thai people. The results of the second stage found
that samples from all groups expressed diflerent opinions on the context, reading, style, and

price of the booklet. However, over all this booklet was seen to have high potential.

In particutar, most of the Thai tourists said that the price of the Thai version bookiet (16 Baht)
was highly appropriate; whereas most of the foreign tourists said that the price of the English

version booklet {54 Baht) was not so readily accepted.



From this analysis, completion of this booklet requires improvements in the following 9 areas:
context, booklet style, colour, picture, font size, international interpretation, pricing, mapping, and
dissemination. However, all of this improvement is dependent on budget, printing quantily, and

printing method.
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