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Abstract

This research is an exploratory study which focuses on understanding travel
motivation of Thai tourists. Specifically, its main concem was why Thai tourists travel to
overseas destinations.

Using qualitative study techniques, the researchers found “novelty” to be the
most important factor attracting Thai tourist to fravel overseas. Knowledge and a
prestige perception were also found to motivate them to travel intemationally. Factors
underlying Thai tourists to select a particular destination were convenient
transportation, safety, and cleanliness.

The results of this research showed several unique and attractive aspects of
Thailand as a destination. These include, inexpensive prices, hospitality of Thai people
and sea traveiling. The resuits also indicated various flaws for travelling domestically.
Factors, such as inconvenient and unconnected public transportation, need to be
rectifies. The results finally provide significant marketing implications and critical

avenue for future research relating to this area.
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