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Abstract

The objectives ol this study, “An Evaluation of Potential and Tounism Impact of
Marine National Parks for Hcotounsm Development™, were to evaluate the tounsm potentials
and economic and social impacts, 1o cvaluate the economic values in the Tarutao and Sirinath
National Parks, to find the suitable form of ecolounsm, and to find the guidelines for preventing
social problems in the park development programs. This study was an explanatory rescarch
covering 4 sample groups, the tourists, the local people, the government officials, and the
cntrepreneurs. Data were collected Irom both the pnmary and secondary sources and analyzed
through descriptive statistics. Principles and theones concerning ecotourism were used to analyze
the social and economic potentials. Travel Cost Method (TCM) was used to analyze and evaluate
the cconomic values of tourism.

In the case of Sirinath National Park, there were 4 groups of sample population covering
altogether 625 persons, which were 104% of the planned samples. They consisted of’ 413 tounists
of which were 319 Thai and 94 foreign tourists, 139 local people, 48 government officials, and
25 entrepreneurs, The following results were found.

Regarding the economic potentials, the Sirinath National Park was found (o have medium
potentials. Four factors were considered: 1) Natural tounism resources and activities with which
both Thai and foreign tourists were very satisfied most were the beach and the weather. The
satitsfaction level of the foreign tourists on the infrastructures and the services were medium.
The tourism activilies were not sufficiently diversed, 2) Concerning laws, rules and regulaticns,
the majority of tourists, local people and entrepreneurs undersiood, obeyed and assisted in law
enforcement, 3) Regarding economic participation of people, the local people participated in
some laboring, and the government officials and the entrepreneurs participaled in implementation
of the plans, 4) Considering the joint-learning process in economic aspecls, the tourists and the
local people did not have much joint-learning. This was probably due to the fact that the lourists
came for a short trip.

From the study of economic impacts, it was found that the Sirinath National Park had the
tourism economic value of 15.9 million baht which was low inn terms of economic impact on the
local community. The average expenditure per trip for the Thai tourists was 110.0 baht and the
foreign tourists were 71.0 baht, which was indeed very low. The elasticity of travel cost to

demand was also very low. The travel cost could be raised, tourists were willing to pay more and
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assist the government officials to improve the facilities and develop the environment for better
sustainability. There were some positive economic impacls of tourism in terms of : generating
incomge for local people ; raising higher employment opportunity ; and making better community
cconomy such as mgher employment and better intrastructures.

Regarding the social potential, the Sinnath National Park had medium potential
according to the following consideration: 1) Natural resources were not diversed and the beach
which was easily accessible, 2) Law enforcement had some difficulties and tourists complained
about garbage and loud noise made by other tourists, 3) People participation was still limited,
4) Joint-learning between tounsts and local people was to leam most about nature and natural
conservation.

Considering the soctal 1mpacts, the negative impacts of tourism on the Sirinath National
Park were still small. There were some evidences on inappropriate wasted water treatment, the
destruction of trees and marine hife particularly the removal of coral, garbage disposal, and
tounsts making foud noise. These negative impacts were still manageable through the more
effective law enforcement. People participation and joint-learning to natural and environmental

conservation should be further encouraged as means to reduce problemns and help tourism be more

sustainable.



