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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to address the level and the need for participation
as well as to look for obstacles, problems and development guidelines on the participatory
management of eco-tourism in La-un District, Ranong Province. The research population consists
of people involved in eco-tourism in the district. The study is divided into 2 parts (1) on a
participatory level and a level of the need to participate along with obstacles and problems in the
present eco-tour management (2) seeking for a suitable guideline in the development of the
people participation for eco-tour management. The research tool is a questionnaire, an interview,
a group discussion, an observation form, and workshop.

The findings disclose that the sampling group participation is at a medium level
while the participation for monitoring and evaluation is at the highest level. and the need for
participation is at a medium level while the need for operational plan is at the highest level. The
obstacles and problems of eco-tourism management are also at a medium level. The highest
problem is in the management.

It can be further concluded that the guidelines for the participatory development
should include (1) speedily upgrading knowledge and understanding on eco-tourism management
to representatives of activity groups and community members (2) boosting the participation in
different forms to local community members by expanding more to local community groups 3)
establishing eco-tourism projects/activities in order to promote the local community tourism to
become a local image (4) organizing a form of tourism index or standard in order to evaluate a
local eco-tourism development (5) continuously conducting the public relation of eco-tourism,

within and outside the area.
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