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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) study people’s attitudes towards the sustainable tourism
development of Sakom Beach, 2) compare these attitudes among people with different personal,
financial and social factors, and 3) obtain the problems of and suggestions for the sustainable
tourism development of Sakom Beach. The research subjects were 370 people living in Tambon
Sakom, Tepa District, Songkhla Province. Research data were collected by means of
questionnaires and the descriptive statistics of percentages, means, and standard deviations were
calculated. An analysis of Chi-square was performed to test the correlations of the variables at the
significant level of 0.05.

Results regarding the research subjects’ personal factors revealed that more than half
(57.8%) of the research subjects were females, most were at the age of 18-29 years. Most (32.7%)
were married and were living with their spouse (57%). Most were high school graduates (41.9%)
and they were working in agriculture (41.4%) with an average income of 3,000-5,000 baht per
month (35.7%). Most of these research subjects did not belong to any social groups (65.9%); and
most were in the normal social status of average people in the community (87.8%).

Results concerning the people’s attitudes towards the sustainable tourism development of
Sakom Beach revealed that the overall attitude was at the highest level of agreement. By
category, the attitude towards the conservation of Sakom Beach as a beautiful natural resource of
the area was rated at the highest level of agreement. The attitude towards the administration of
tourism development of the Sakom Beach, the most important issue was put on the assessments
and reports of the results of the tourism management in the areas to public or community by the
Local Administration Organizations that were responsible for tourism activities. In development

of environment of Sakom Beach, the most important issue according to the research subjects were
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the improvement of the infrastructures of tap water, electricity, telephone systems and wastes
management.

Results on personal factors of age, occupations, monthly salaries and whether the
subjects belong to any social groups were found to affect their attitudes towards the sustainable
tourism development of Sakom Beach at a significant level, while other factors of gender, marital
status, levels of education and social status of the research subjects were not found to affect their

attitudes towards the sustainable tourism development of Sakom Beach at a statistical level.
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