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ABSTRACT

The Study on Ecotourism Management Arrangements in Khao Sok National Park,
Changwat Surat Thani has three specific objectives; (1) to assess ecotourism management
arrangements in terms of their context, input, process and output, (2) to analyze levels of people
participation and tourism satisfaction towards the ecotourism management arrangements of the
Khao Sok National Park, and (3) to synthesize the research findings for an appropriate model of
ecotourism management arrangements of the Khao Sok National Park.

This study focused on 145 samples comprising of simple randomly sampled 65 local
household and accidentally selected 80 Thai tourists for the quantitative analysis. The data were
collected using a structured questionnaire, processed, and analyzed using descriptive statistics
such as percentages, arithmetic means and standard deviations and logit regression model.
A selection of 20 key informants were interviewed using semi-structured questionnaires for the
qualitative analysis. These key informants were the Khao Sok National Park officials, government
and private officers, and local business people. The data were analyzed using the Context, Input,
Process and Product Model (CIPP model).

It was found that the Khao Sok National Park had a rich ecosystem with unique
tourist attraction resources and coincide with varied and eco-friendly tourist activities. There were
rare and near extinct flora and fauna within the boundary of the park. The majority of local people
in and around the park were farmers who relied their likelihoods on the abundance of inputs from
the park. The park officials had followed the park’s master plan in their management
arrangements. The implementation of plans and budget allocation were activity-based, with their
priority given to natural resources and environmental conservation. Their tourism activities were

also environmentally concerned alongside with public relations to increase awareness among
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people. The locals were encouraged to generate income from the park’s tourism activities. This
had provided opportunities for business and local people to participate though the participation
had been at a moderate level. This was due mainly to unclear objective and goal of the
participation in people’s mind. The factors affecting the participation level were gender, age and
level of park utilization. In view of tourists, they indicated their high satisfaction toward the

management arrangements of the park.
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