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ABSTRACT

The research on “Economic, Social and Cultural Change Resulting
from Tourism: the Case of Nan Province” aims to study the tourism situation
in Nan Province and economic, social and cultural change due to tourism. In
addition, it aims to study the effects of tourism on the community and
propose recommendations on a tourism development plan for Nan Province.
Data were provided by four groups of people as follows: 1) Nine
administrators and officials of the public and private sectors in the tourism
field. 2) Sixty-two community leaders in tourist attraction areas. 3) Eighty-
eight traders at tourist attractions. 4) Ninety-two members of the public
living at or near tourist attractions. Data were collected by using interviews
and questionnaires. Content analysis was used as qualitative analysis and
amount, percentage and mean applied in statistical analysis. The results of
the research are summarized as follows:

1. Tourism Situation in Nan Province

Nan province has many types of tourist destination, including the
natural, historical and artistic/cultural, in particular the cultures of the
various hill tribes, such as Mabri, Kamoo, Thai Lu, Hmong and Lua. The
potential for tourism related to nature is considerable, with number of
national parks. There are many types of interesting tourism activities,
including historical sites, antiquities, ancient artistic work, and Lanna
architecture as displayed in old and beautiful temples, as well as local
textiles (‘flowing water design’ and Thai Lu) and various handicrafts. Nan
Province has adjusted the pattern of its economic development to rely on its
tourism potential as an important mechanism for development. This can be
seen from the attempts to become a “World Heritage Town”.



2. Economic, Social and Cultural Change in Nan Province

Resulting from Tourism

It was found that there has been very little economic, social and
cultural change in Nan Province as a result of tourism, in particular as regards
social and cultural changes. Economic change has been more evident in that
tourism development has led to increased income for the province’s
inhabitants, providing an increasingly varied range of new occupations apart
from only agriculture. Nevertheless, overall changes have to be described as
very limited.

3. Effects of Tourism on the Community
1) Traders

The majority of traders in Nan province were native female,
with an average age of 41 and had a primary-level education.  They
typically ran souvenir shops, which were less than five years old, employed
hired labor and their customers were Thai and foreign tourists. Their
average income was 12,072.44 baht per month.

Traders in Nan Province were of the opinion that the greatest
effect of tourism was to raise incomes and enable community members to
enjoy a more modern way of life, followed in order by bringing about
increased production of local handicraft products, and developments in
transport, electricity and tap water, the number of telephones, and medical
institutions.

2) The Provincial People

The majority of the members of the public in Nan Province
who provided the data were female, with an average age of 42, a primary-
level education, worked in agriculture and had an average income of
6,971.97 baht per month. Supplementary occupations included household
industries, trading and hired labor. The average supplementary income was
3, 593.64 baht per month.

The opinions of the provincial people regarding the effects of
tourism were as follows:

Economic Effects: It was found that tourism led to community
members developing themselves in order to be a person with as much
knowledge and working skills as possible.

Social and Environmental Effects: It was found that tourism led
to electricity, tap water and transport systems becoming more convenient.

Cultural Effects: It was found that tourism led fo community
members having a more modern way of life.



