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The purpose of this thesis is to study the pattern and the process of
participation the peole of Ban Prasart. The village is chosen as a case study due to the
consideration that some tourism development projects initiated by the government
sector are not very successful because of lacking of commitment of manpower to take
care of throughout. This is because the local community is not encouraged to
participate in such project from the beginning. Hence, they do not feel that the project
that they do not participate in belong to them. Moreover, the villagers may not see how
the projects benefit them either. Ecotourism i1s a popular trend among tourists
worldwide. The World Tourism Organization. (WTQO) predicts that the pattern of
tourism in the 21" century is going to be more environmentally conservation oriented.
More people would travel for leisure, studying of culture and way of life of local
people as well as for adventure. When the Fine Arts Department, Unit 6 developed the
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excavation pits of archaeological sites containing of human skeletons and their
accessories of over 3,000 years old to be tourist attractions, this activity synthesized to
that of the purpose of the tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) to develop and promote
this site by the full local participation on planning, implementation and be responsible
to the outcome of such development. The constitution of Thailand B.E. 2540 states that
local community has to be encouraged to take part in management of natural resources
in the community and environments in a healthy manner and develop to be self
sufficient community. The researcher aims to find out whether this mechanism works
as intention in order io compile the knowledge for a case study and for further
expansion of the study in the future. Methodology which is applied in the study is 7
mainly qualitative research. This is to explore from academic documents, results of
the previous s%udies, interview, dialogues and discussion with the people and key
figures in the community as well as participating observation for collecting reliable
data and information. All findings have been compiled and concluded focusing on
pattern and participation process of the local community on the management of
tourism of Ban Prasart Community that would bring about sustainable tourism
development in this community.

Results of the Study :

1) People of Ban Prasart Community understand that Ecotourism is a form of
tourism focussing on culture, way of life and the tourism pattern that the community
can manage to benefit the community.

2) Format and process of participation of the community is a channel to
promote the career groups of the community that exist from the beginning and the new
ones to be active and beneficial; dessert making group, vocational group, homestay
group, youth guide group etc. Each group has its own process on identifying problem,

planing, implementation and evaluation of the group performance. The conclusion is
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brought to the central forum of the community namely, Ban Prasart Ecotourism
Promotion club which is responsible for overall tourism develol;ment of the
community.

3) On promoting of the pattern of the management of tourism of Ban Prasart,
the model has been expanded to other communities. This could be witnessed from
numbers of visit of community leader and official traveling to visit Ban Prasart and
discuss the development with them 3-4 groups a month, The pattern and participation
process of Ban Prasart Community is applied in some other communities in the
country. Hence, the development at Ban Prasart is successful and be adopted as an

exemplar countrywide.
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