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This research has four objectives: (1) to investigate the initiation of
community-based ecotourism in Ban Na Community, Sam Ngao District, Tak
Province, (2) to explore the participation process of the community in
ecotourism, (3) to find out problems and obstacles concerning the
participation in ecotourism of the community, and (4) to identify impacts of
national ecotourism policy on community in dealing with ecotourism.

The research is based on a qualitative approach using documents and
interviews with relevant informants such as community’s leaders, government
officials in local government units in the neighborhood, and people living in

the community.
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The findings are:

1. The initiation of community-based ecotourism comes from both
internal and external sources. Internally, members of Ban Na community
exchange their opinions concerning their problems and needs and organize
occupational groups beneficial to ecotourism. Externally, a group of
researchers from Ramkhamhaeng University holds community forums to
launch a master plan for ecotourism.

2. Members of Ban Na community actively participate in ecotourism
activities: gathering opinions, forming occupational groups, planning a
community master plan on ecotourism, launching ecotourism activities such
as cultural events and so on, and evaluating.

3. Major problems are lacking financial capital, and lacking markets for
consumption goods produced by the community.

4. Impact of national ecotourism policy on community in dealing with
ecotourism is about the establishment of ecotourism network. The community
forms a community network but cannot extend to establish even a local
network since members of the community lack potentials in terms of enough

education and experience to elevate their efforts.
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