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Executive Summary

Strategies for Ensuring Economic, Political, Administrative, Social,
Cultural and Environmental Security through Development of Border-Trading

and Tourism in Chiang-Saen District, Chiangrai Province

Introduction

Chiang-Saen district is located in Chiangrai Province in the North of
Thailand. It is one of the most beautiful places in Thailand due to the richness of

its natural and cultural assets. Moreover, its people are some of the friendliest.

Chiang-Saen District is also very close to Laos and Burma and connects
relatively easily with China by the Mekong River. Although its proximity to these
countries can contribute to the creation of wealth for the district through trade and
tourism, it can also facilitate a variety of illegal cross-border activities, including
smuggling of people, goods and drugs. lts natural and cultural resources are
appropriate for the tounsm industry; however, Chiang-Saen remains relatively
unknown as a tourist mecca. Therefore, in reality, not many benefits from these

activities, trade and tourism, trickle down to the community.
Purposc and Scope of the Study

This two years study’s (2005-2007) main aim was to create strategies,
which will ensure sustainable development in Chiang-Saen distnict through border-
trade and tourism. To attain this goal, 5 sub-research projects were established.

The goal of each project was to develop a particular set of strategies.

(1)



The scope of this study was limited to the following areas:

® cvaluation of the economic, political, administrative, social and cultural
strengths of the district,

® human resources skills development of the district’s residents for
border-trading and tourism,

® tourist sites development in the Golden Triangle area for cultural
security,

® solid waste management for border-trading and the tounsm industry,

including a strategic development plan for Chiang-Saen.

Focus of the Study

The 5 projects upon which the study focused are as follows:

1.

Evaluation of Chiang-Saen’s Economic Potential: toward Economic Security
through Border-Trading and Tourism,

Evaluation of the Politico-administrative Potentialities and Socio-cultural
Strengths of Chiang-Saen Communities in order to Ensure Security through
Border-Trade and Tourism Development in Chiang-Saen District, Chiangrai
Province,

Human Resources Development for Border-Trading and Tourism in Chiang-
Saen District, Chiangrai Province,

The Development of Tourist Sites in the Golden Triangle Area for Cultural
Security,

Solid Waste Management for Border-Trading and Tourism in Chiang-Saen

District, Chiangrai Province

(ii)



Results of the Study

The results from these studies along with information from other sources
are synthesized into eight 12-year (2008-2020) strategies for the broad-based
development of Chiang-Saen District as follows:

1. Develop Chiang-Saen to be a World Heritage site and to be a recognized and
popular tourist town,

2. Develop Chiang-Saen to be a clean and Green city within 4 years,

3. Develop Chiang-Saen to be a Trading Gateway and center of a Special
Economic Zone in the North of Thailand,

4, Develob Chiang-Saen to be a center of Hi-tech industry and Nano Bio-tech
and Green Industry,

5. Develop Chiang-Saen to be a world class health center as well as a center of
quality beauty medical (type of medical for beautiful?) of the Mekong River
Basin,

6. Develop Chiang-Saen to be a knowledge-based community and human
resource development center in order to prepare people for democractic,
cultural, scientific and technological development,

7. Develop Chiang-Saen to be an Innovation Society, with technology
development integrated with indigenous cultural knowledge to preserve that
traditional knowledge and also to create higher value added,

8. Develop Chiang-Saen to ensure political and social security.

(iii)



