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Evaluation of Chiang-Saen’s Economic Potential: Toward Economic
Security through Border-Trading and Tourism

Abstract

This study investigated Chiang-Saen district, which is located in
Chiang Rat'Province, Northeaster Thailand. The purpose of the study
was to develop recommendations for strategies to ensure Chiang-
Saen’s economic security and sustainable development. This purpose
was achieved through evaluating Chiang-Saen’s economic potential
particularly in the Golden Triangle area, investigating the connections
linking Chiang-Saen’s economy, border-trading, tourism activities and
cooperation with neighboring countries, and investigating the
obstacles for trade and tourism promotion and the impact of trade and
tourism on Chiang-Saen’s community. The primary data were
collected through face-to-face interviews, in-depth interviews, focus
groups and observations. Secondary data was obtained from both
published and wunpublished government and non-government
documents. The data was analyzed and synthesized through SWOT
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) and Location
Quotient methodologies. The findings of the study are detailed. The
strategies for ensuring Chiang-Saen’s economic security and
sustainable development, derived from the study’s findings, are as
follows: develop Chiang-Saen to be a World Heritage site and tourism
center; develop and promote community traditions such that cultural
and indigenous knowledge can form the basis of community identity;
develop and preserve the natural environment and scenery, and
discover new tourist sites to attract visitors; develop a modern and
efficient border-trading system to keep pace with globalization;
develop Chiang-Saen as a Nanotech and Biotech industry center in
order to become a world class hub of health and beauty.



