=
FTNTUD T IV
4
1504
M5 TRIUAPEMUMAATHFNIVDIS KNBITHINE N A3 19ANNTUAY
MHUATHE DD TAsH N ISMTIBUALIAZ NI UNEN
(The Evaluation of Chiang-Saen Economic Potentiatl :

Toward Economic Security Through Border-Trading and Tourism)

Tawy

o o o .
TOIATIOATIGY AT, WA Usgmius uazaue

lAsuMUgaryUMITINENINIUY T ENULHIAY
UHIINABT AN

1lszdtlaulszutas w.a. 2549 — 2550

[SBN 978-974-06-0112-8

(AIUAVANTATUN HU )



ARz

[

e as ar ' A o o cw A 2 ltly
AsvevsvuguanIduuaryananateiunld i iauidetiduiaela
YHIINUIRETTUA MM A0 1TTUTIToUa L NA Y AasaaudnIIsenver 1A D ud o Tun
a 99 or @ ¥ oo \rl 1 g o uly
advayuivdsznalvun Insams windswmnnnsmiveyudanars audde hieedusala
= oo ] a oy Qr o =Y o
ﬁw’mﬂi1%135ﬂmﬂfgmasmﬁgw1aaﬂamnmmmam AT.NATHANY WIDYHT UaLIBa
Lo =S = = ar o ar a (= Ly
IAATINTUAN 1%ﬂllﬁuqm DFAITUA U ING1DTINA NS ﬂgmwsmi‘luwﬂinyma:ﬂﬂ

3 o et T =W I ar 9 d.dy
ARILSUTINUAUMIATDATSIZLINIVBINT Y é”mﬂ%’waummm% W N

5 oar ey s o Fs L] =} LY o
11432«’581'3?;1']?1@\3%'11@\1‘?}'153%8 ﬁ?ﬂﬁ!ulﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ'mﬂk!tﬂ??ﬁﬂl UDHHANNHDTHITOUND

o

o

- ]
l“ﬁﬂﬂlLﬁuﬂﬂﬁ5ﬁU FINNY L%1ﬂﬁ1ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ"lﬁﬂ3ﬂ"I'ﬁﬁ')uﬁ‘h‘l_[ﬁ NNUNY AABAIUTTIYUYBLFUI
& o g 3/ as ' ' Hf 2 ¥ 3
uay Felinedhsirms duszneuns NGOs afusou mumarit Idideaaznmlunmsiddoya
¥ o d” - 9 ar ] ] A
Uszaraiu ﬂﬁ@ﬂﬁ)uﬁ‘]uI?Ju'l‘lfﬂﬂcluﬂTiﬁQW‘L!Wllﬂa‘iﬁﬂi'Jilﬂ'ig‘]gl!ﬂ']_liﬂi~‘]ﬂ1‘iﬁ}ﬂ1\1ﬂﬂll\l'ﬂﬂ

& ar ] = cg ] =Y 51:;::1 L] o ar [} ~ 9/ ar =
B uﬂﬂENWIEJ’JYN‘I)"I’}"LﬂEIme“HT}F}N‘Iﬂﬂ L‘ﬂuﬂ‘ﬂl]ﬁ’)uiﬂﬂiILJ,'E]E}NENGluﬂHﬁSﬂEJN‘HﬁMﬂﬂ

] o

Y J e =3 YA S o 9 Ao a e o o
ATHATN ‘ﬂNﬂﬂﬂ?tﬂm‘hﬂﬁltﬂuiﬂ?I&J')i]UﬂSTU eur’ﬂwayammﬂnﬁﬂumsamqmmam

wr o AW ¥ 1 LT =Y
s Ssaay Hudtuidasveuganviudiennueials

ANUIIWLBY0INNITY F9l as.gndu guITAs WnIToeenudildnsduiiuenil

at = L4 o g o

Y '3 o a ¢ & o w
mmsm%‘u EﬂﬁJ’ISUmj’i'gﬁu ‘lJ{l!.‘lJCM E]Wi]?'iﬂﬁﬂg‘ﬂg”l‘iﬂu NTINWIFU UDE AT.TY1TA dUA EﬂUﬂTﬂ\i

Y
ar ~A

o @ o = w o = ar < o
drieylumsmanddvil uenendl gugviend Ty uazgounas eany Wudlsseuay

Dy

Y A Ao ¥ Yo ¥ ' EERY . & )
NOIDURABIY ARDAIY QUMW A0TNDI uazMivosduraromiui Idandwiioun
Tasemsdrui I inddodudat swdshaeuduseadosuau 1didued1sd Salasuevounm
' LEY v 9/ ciqy
novida tanauw 1l a #il
1 =t o = o ' Y 4 A o ar w & ) 9
AIuNUATUAYUAMOUeOIATNUYI B 81913090910 Tauw T aualsFon 10y
o . o o4 G @ gty
AUBILT YUNTT AMYMTAY TUNIARYS uazquay) aenmad oveuns 13 o #il
v
= e A o (=) ar o
AW lae) 0113801 veuov I auzAsBgMARSUMIMEIRU WA WK AnBRIY
o k4

1 ' = = oar VoA = d
W TFNIA NauzinIde ld 15veya Tavmmizediaansznsrawigiad uoznsEnsag

r w_ =as o oo n:!y o 7 0y 1
nsmszma auninItondehndtetiseduilys lvniundaulanniu

w o
a1 Uszmwusg

Wanthlasaniidse

(n)



UNAAED

- a 22 8 ¢ o a y 4 4 -
'Enmamumﬁucmmag“luﬂwaﬂwmswﬁ]u°namuﬁﬁﬂ’nmmmmamﬂmw HUN

o o ‘e a A w - a ) ‘ﬂ A v
naanlvuu hlduuai e Taslitiout iy fe Aszmaauazitisuysiduineuily

[T :'. w a VoW = 9 ] oy A a » o

Tndinvanstananenulszmeau lan1aainii Tug WoRa s A HINAADYNINB TS BRI
aulugurunds FoawauiainziidnonmnamsMvouaunas Mo sl emuanIwi

a S . 2 " A a & '
Wuesa variindnlsingPamaie %Qﬂﬂlﬂuqﬂ’ﬂ"i‘SﬂGlﬂﬂi]ﬂ‘j‘iu‘lfl"luﬁiBgﬂﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂdﬂmﬂ

= oar dvd (-] A = o [y ¢ 4 9 3 a
s apAnyilyvwezalassa modszidudnonmuaz adagnsmansime Mnesdu

¥ 3
uummﬁuﬂwmﬂmgﬂ%

s ¢ aar
Tagilszasnveinsidy
1. eAndnunMMaRsgRavesd unoFosuay (JaumwizadNEUSnaT M aoy
DI
ﬁ. b= d‘l ] = g 1 d‘ ar @ t
2. weAnyaNuFonToas g AT IR IEUIY MIn oAy nagnsveunvidni hig
Y o o as élt 9F
nuIMIns dszenuduiusves Tnedulszimenwoutin
d‘l = [l = 1 e E
3. ey lymigdassatassanssnuNINMITFUATUNNDUNE WAL NITAINBUAL
DUNDITYALLE
4w L4 L4 o = ]
4. eduns 1ZAgNBNaAINMIAS NAMNLAIMIUATYINITB LT oAU TAgHUATE UIUMS
ﬁ'l‘lﬂﬂtlﬂﬂllﬂﬁﬂ'l??‘iﬁ]d%ﬁﬂ?
o = =] = " .; A g = —
TagimMuaszeznaveansaneIAe 2 1 s¢rane 2549 uaz 2550 WuRNIMSAnEIN

[

SunoFaudu faiadues e TaelianuddynSnuaumiounesii
IEMafnm

dlumswannmusynhansisudmunmuandalSuu lasmsinisiaud
i].ﬂf)lﬂ'u Tontd Lmﬁgﬂﬁi‘iﬂ (SWOT Analysis) 39U Location Quotient ﬁaﬁyﬂﬁ'ay‘aﬂguqﬁ"lﬁ'
pnmsFunwsiundyrindouunaeunmiuaiaiou 100 §re61a Wneuiorny 100
#20613 inviaaiindd191d 26 a0c1e FunmwaliFsdnduduimanrmauazdisems fii
Roatu wizaaal Usmdjrithu fszneums NGOs nguedn $1uam 30 #0619 nazngy
AU (Focus Group) $117% 30 A8 dudoyanavgi Idnndoyauazienmsanumiiag

w e s o ]
UQVIHW'WNW“UENS1%ﬂ13llﬂ$ﬂu’3ﬂﬂ1ul€]ﬂ”ﬁu

(%)



= -
wamsane Yo M5y dJaimalSou Tanmauazglasan (SWOT) vauweaauna

YA

Tomia

=) =

=] = T at d‘. 3/ =y @ d‘. =4
u Mﬂixlﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ]ﬂﬂﬂi?ﬁmﬁmE}‘H‘UWUN‘VTSWUWﬂSﬁ'i‘ill“li’l(v‘mﬁﬁWﬂHﬁ"IU AN

]
<&
Y]

DUBMIANA

= - A =1 o 2=y @ fa =3 I~ =y o a

Wuiosnaa 3Jﬂ'J1IJ1Jﬂ'f)@]ﬂﬂiu‘lﬂﬂuﬁzﬂﬁ“ﬂﬂﬁu AU UIRTYBIAUNDIDUY
P o sy o a 1

'ﬁﬂ'ﬂuﬁZTIﬂ'ﬂa'IEl‘U'ENﬁﬁlE'J@JJu‘Eiiullﬁ&’ﬁﬂﬁgﬂﬂﬁ'lﬁﬁﬁ@uﬂiQﬂﬂlﬂ'l

=% 1 A :’ = 1) 8 ] ‘:; =Y

immE)maﬂs‘fluﬂi:quimuazmmmmmunmﬂﬂ

»
Whuimdsduguilan

vlnavingudnmamaasug mssunay lifusadiou fveaso liivme
armdionagimsdszamauvoagurud bidisoo Jayminuonsunas
Pyr1nussaudedn
nadadiiinlunisiayuarmsfumuiauss suvowies uazviamssnuini
Naniosdy

Dymanundoudufsmsmsisyline szuwmaiedvismvudimaaums
aadenivludufios undeufion iumennny fivn Aveasodmiums
duasumavieiion viedeyamsaumst

» » W 1 g .
MSVIANTATINNMTNDANSINNA INIUD TR IR TS UFou0aRsEaNn

Mna lanmuvesdmngidssmaimuisaenaedudsammneutiu B4l

Tomealunisadiaunssuiemenisneaieuaznisasiouau

gilassn

I.

Yyndungrutsuazsadeunismsznhadszma nsduasuazanuian
¥* 2 o o
v husaensiminmsm
94 T a = =] al
Yaridwanus wilonazmidssmuaumnmsiidiuiuveannisuazenyy
Ty
Yapamnswisudssuauarmsdaaiunmsduiuaueiniiiulazdotio
¥
FINTINMITATIRUL ToD 109N SRV DN IZA Va1
kY 1 oy [ @ [ [ n:’ FER b
fﬂmu?i1mﬂ‘mmm'§mnuizﬁ110ﬂ5$£ﬂﬁ1uquunuﬂﬂja DIVIYH ﬂﬁj‘l"i"lﬂ]'iﬁﬂ‘fl

1 W ¥
WouIdy mssziiaunanuuazany luutiusuvoaszauivoauui T

(f)



= L4 roar P=] ] ’ v
ANNITVAIIEH Location Quotient wmmnamwmmwamauﬁ’mclmyi]:ﬁlumu

VSIS 191 AI5AT N5 15 eusu unuRdiunIsnYasAssUGINaAa

b
< o o 4 o ar A
HOYDIM IR MIBT T uAT Iz Yoy0Re gnsmans 5 Usznisasil

] o

1 LYY o Al o 1 =3 1
1 davianuvaslsedasans lusimdaniy LW@ﬂT’]Q’LﬂHLN@QNﬁﬂﬂTﬁﬂ Haz3e N ol

>

' a 1q YA 2 Va1 P o
noung Inulnbanunainmaie s I unvaanietinnuilsenulea

ar o o )

' o [ = W a d 9 d 3 v
2. INABIIIAIUBTTY Qﬂﬂﬂgiyqﬂﬂﬁﬂu ﬂuﬁﬂﬁﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ\?ﬂﬂ?1ﬁ§!ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ“ﬂﬂ”11ﬂﬂ\?@g E'Wd'f]

a o &4 = 3 (Y =l =4 [} oA

ﬁ]umﬂaﬂymmmmmwamﬁu S?Mﬂ&yﬂﬂ@uﬂWﬂ‘i3‘]ﬂﬂS"‘UE]GL?J’E]GL“HUGLLHWE)EJNG]BLNEN

) & 3 Fy = s w = ar =YY g ¥
30 NRAIATIIAGINAIENITUTHITIANTITNTNEINITITUTIN ﬂsuﬂ;agu‘nﬁuiﬁmmm

— N " oar [} :; = =y Y [} a et -]
l'ﬂuﬂﬂiﬁ‘ﬂﬂﬂlﬂLmUﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬂ’J ua:mnauuam'J:ﬂlaammmmmuiﬂaghﬁmwmﬂmum
H2DIWNIAZEI TUHIAWUIVD (Clean City & Green City)

] -7} Y WY - 1 x:; Yoy M ¥ 3 ] 3
4. aimmsmnouau inlszansam Tasmwizemsganslaniieedwguai saum

o .. o ' a
MSNAIITEUD Logistics taznszateralse Tominansm Manadoanausaiagisisy

L.

9 o A P a o ar Y
5. o ithaliosgeamnssun Ty TemaTuTad ioudenisuraad uyIA LIS

a

FUDINLATANUNIUNAUNNYS INeM s 00NN Tan

L]

Vo & oo o

A A o o L4 EY = ' & o
ﬂ"l'i‘l’li%ﬂ»iuﬁu’\]zﬂiZﬁ‘UNﬁfﬁli‘t}ﬁ]'lhq‘l‘]ﬁﬂ'lﬁﬂiﬂﬂﬂuBEHWUJ“IﬁEJEuJ‘UuElEIﬂ‘U'] anel

U

s

¥ a = ar e a ar o
VIR VIITUDZTUTU ﬂa'Elﬂi]‘LlﬂTiU‘iﬂ'l‘ii]ﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂwgﬂuﬂﬂﬂﬁwwu'H’IiWEJ'IﬂSIJ'LI‘HEI

3

(3)



Evaluation of Chiang-Saen’s Economic Potential: Toward Economic
Security through Border-Trading and Tourism

Abstract

This study investigated Chiang-Saen district, which is located in
Chiang Rat'Province, Northeaster Thailand. The purpose of the study
was to develop recommendations for strategies to ensure Chiang-
Saen’s economic security and sustainable development. This purpose
was achieved through evaluating Chiang-Saen’s economic potential
particularly in the Golden Triangle area, investigating the connections
linking Chiang-Saen’s economy, border-trading, tourism activities and
cooperation with neighboring countries, and investigating the
obstacles for trade and tourism promotion and the impact of trade and
tourism on Chiang-Saen’s community. The primary data were
collected through face-to-face interviews, in-depth interviews, focus
groups and observations. Secondary data was obtained from both
published and wunpublished government and non-government
documents. The data was analyzed and synthesized through SWOT
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) and Location
Quotient methodologies. The findings of the study are detailed. The
strategies for ensuring Chiang-Saen’s economic security and
sustainable development, derived from the study’s findings, are as
follows: develop Chiang-Saen to be a World Heritage site and tourism
center; develop and promote community traditions such that cultural
and indigenous knowledge can form the basis of community identity;
develop and preserve the natural environment and scenery, and
discover new tourist sites to attract visitors; develop a modern and
efficient border-trading system to keep pace with globalization;
develop Chiang-Saen as a Nanotech and Biotech industry center in
order to become a world class hub of health and beauty.
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MANUIN A.

Tourism Questionnaire number

This questionnaire is for sampling visitor information for education research on tourism
in the Chiang Saen area (or around the Golden Triangle) by Ramkhamheang University.
The purpose is to seek ways to improve the tourism services offered in this area.

Your information will be kept confidential.

1.Tourist destination site: Date:
2 Visitor(s) Adults Male Female Age
Group
Children Male Female Age
Male Female Age
Male Female Age
3. Home location: Country

Province /state

City
4. Traveled today from:
5. Approximate distance traveled (single journey): miles / Km
or Approximate time traveled: Hours
6. Method of transport: _ Car _ Train ~ Bus/Coach
_ Boat/Ferry  Air ~ Taxi
__ Other (please specify)
7. Length of stay:  Day(s) ____Hr(s) _ Over Night
8. Accommodation: _ Home ~__ Hotel __ Guest
House/B&B
__ HomeStay  Camping/tent  Family/Friends

____ Other(please specify)



9. Cost per day/night: Baht Too expensive......... Not expensive

10. Reason for visit: (Please mark all that apply)

History Culture Shopping
Recreation Tour Education
Just passing through

12. Did you purchase an inclusive travel/entrance ticket? Yes/No

13. Please rate the area’s facilities/environment on the following scale by circling your

opinion:

1 Excellent, 2 Very Good, 3 Good, 4 Poor, 5 Very poor
Food 1 2 3 4 5
Shopping 1 2 3 4 35
Information about local sites to visit I 2 3 4 5
Communication with local people 1 2 3 4 5
Transportation 1 2 3 4 5
Ease of getting advance information
about the area 1 2 3 4 5
Ease of access to accommodations and sites 1 2 3 4 5
Cleanliness I 2 3 4 5
Attitude of hotel/site staffs to visitors 1 2 3 4 5
Site seeing/scenery 1 2 3 4 5
Cultural activities I 2 3 4 5
Local products 12 3 4 5
Friendliness (loca;l people) 1 2 3 4 5

Value for Money 1 2 3 4 5

158

Yes/ No
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14. How did you hear about the area/sites you have visited?

_____Tourist leaflet __in hotel/accommodation

_ Tounstinformation centre =~ Internet

_____Tour Agent in Thailand ____ Tour agent in your country
_ Fromafriend _ Advertisingon TV, etc.

16. Would you come again ~ Yes / No
17. Recommend to a friend  Yes /No

18. Suggestions for improvement:

Thank you very much for your cooperation and
assistance.



MARHIN 4.
Brief report on evaluation trip for the research project of------ Project to the
Chiang Khong / Chiang Daen Area in December 2006

By Dr. Richard lynch

GENERAL ITINERARY:
Day 1 — Fly from Bangkok to Chiang Rai.
Drive from Chiang Rai Airport to Chiang Khong
Boat across Mekong River to Laos
Day 2 — Tour area in Laos in samlor (800 baht)
Day 3 - Retl'lm across river to Chiang Khong.
Drive to Chiang Saen
Visit temples and Hall of Opium
Check into hotel
Day 4 - Visit more temples, Museum, Golden Triangle area, and home stay site

Day 5 — Drive to Mae Sai and catch bus to Chiang Mai

SUMMARY
Strong Aspects for Expansion of Tourism in the Area
The strongest and most memorable aspects of our short tour of the area were:

[ -The openness, friendliness, and helpfuiness of the Thai people in the
area

B The Hall of Opium building, grounds, and exhibits

B The Golden Triangle area on the Mekong River with the many shops
and displays
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Weak Aspects for Expansion of Tourism in the Area

The weakest aspects of the area in terms of expansion of tourism which merit
attention and improvement were:

B The lack of cheap, efficient, easily available transportation from Chiang
Saen town to the various sites of interest around and outside the town
itself.

B The lack of signs/directions in Thai and English.

M The lack of signs in Thai and English providing cultural/historical
information at several sites.

B The lack of easily available information for tourists.

B The lack of shopping areas for locally made handicrafts and artifacts
except at the Golden Triangle site.

B The lack of clean, tidy, attractive surroundings at many temple sites.

B The lack of cheap, easily available food that conforms to the global ISO
food safety standards.

Opportunities

As neighboring countries, Thailand, Myanmar and Laos should cooperate in
developing the tourism potential of this shared region so rich in culture, history, and
tradition. In doing so, they will share the benefits from both heritage tourism and
eco-tourism because all three countries have the strong social capital that will ensure
success for a properly and appropriately planned, developed and managed expansion
of tourism 1in the region.

Threats

Both Laos and Myanmar could become strong competitors of Thailand in the
tourism arena because both countries also possess interesting and similar cultural
and historic sites as those in Chiang Saen. Without regional cooperation,
competition for tourism would be deleterious for all parties.

Recommendations

B [nformation about Chiang Saen should be available on public
transportation such as airlines, buses and trains that travel to Chiang Rai.

B Cheap, efficient, easily available transportation from Chiang Saen town
to the various sites of interest around and outside the town itself should
be provided.

B Signs/directions in Thai and English should be provided throughout the
area.

W Signs in Thai and English providing cultural/historical information at
historical and cultural sites should be provided.

W Easily available information for tourists should be provided at a variety
of venues (sites, shops, tourist information kiosks).
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B Shopping areas for locally made handicrafts and artifacts should be
established at various localities throughout the area.

B The grounds at historical and cultural sites should be kept clean, tidy
and attractive.

M Cheap, easily available food that conforms to the global 1SO food safety
standards should be provided throughout the area.

Detailed Description of Tour
Chiang Khong, Laos: (25-27 Dec/49)

The drive from Chiang Rai Airport to Chiang Khong was very pleasant and scenic.
At Chiang Khong, the process of proceeding through Thai Immigration for departure
to Laos was quick and efficient. The boat across the Mekong River was fast and
safe. On the Laotian side, the process for getting a visa for Laos was relatively fast
although 2,000 baht (for a Canadian passport) was rather expensive. The town on
the Lao side (Boo-Kaew) was small but friendly and the accommodations in the
guest house were very good — clean and relatively cheap. A 6-hour tour of the area
around the town in a samlor cost 800 baht, which is quite expensive. We discovered
later that the price should not have been more than 300-400 baht for the tour.
Besides the 800 baht that the driver received from us, we also paid for his lunch at an
open atr lakeside restaurant. Despite being overcharged (which was a result of our
being unfamiliar with local prices) the tour was excellent with stops at hill tribe
villages where paper is made, and alcohol is distilled. The tour also included a gem
mine and the hill tribe primary school that Princess Maha Chackri Sririnthorn gave a
donation to establish.

Chiang Saen:( 27-30 Dec./49)

The drive from Chiang Khong to Chiang Saen was also very beautiful. The road
along the Thai side of the Mekong river is scenic and interesting. At some points,
the river is very narrow such that a person may be able to walk across from the Thai
side to the Lao side in the dry season when the river is very low. That is why
Thailand and Laos are like relatives. This is true not only for Thailand and Laos but
also for Myanmar, which also shares the Mekong in this area. The Casino in
Myanmar can be easily seen from the Thai side of the river. The location of the
three countries around the Mekong in a triangular shape gave rise to the name of the
Golden Triangle for this region.

Chiang Saen is a town perfectly situated to take advantage of the Golden Triangle
arca of Thailand. Transportation, however, both to the town and also around the
area is not easily available or efficient. Although we were fortunate to have a friend
drive us around the arca, it was clear that without a private vehicle, travel would
have been difficult. We walked to a night market from our hotel because there was
no public transportation and then walked back to the hotel. In general, cheap,
efficient, safe public transportation is not particularly available in the Chiang Saen
area. It’s provision would provide a decided boast to tourism in the area.
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Although there appeared to be numerous cheap guest houses near the Golden
Triangle area, in the town itself, there were few hotels for middle-level travelers.

The nicer hotels are too expensive for those travelers who are not backpackers but
who nevertheless are traveling on a budget. In the research program, the home stay
venue that we visited was very basic — with very few amenities - and appeared
generally unappealing as a place to stay. It is unlikely that travelers will be attracted
to stay in such a place. Especially non Thai-speaking visitors since there was no
provision for English, either spoken or on signs. Also, the fee of 400 baht per person
is too expensive for the value given.

The relative lack of easy availability of cheap but good and nutritious food was also
a problem in Chiang Saen. There needs to be a wider variety of food made
available, in terms of type, pricing, and availability throughout the day. International
sanitary standards along the lines of the global ISO food safety standards must also
be applied and adhered to if international tourism is to be promoted and expanded.
At the Golden Triangle display area on the River, we were overcharged for food in a
small restaurant. While perhaps easily duped initially, tourists soon learn and
become wary of such over charging practices. This can lead to negative feelings and
a refusal to recommend the area to friends in their home countries.

There are a number of sites around Chiang Saen of interest to visitors. We visited
several temples, the Chiang Saen Museum, the Hall of Opium, and the Golden
Triangle site on the Mekong River. The Chiang Saen Museum has several
interesting exhibits that will appeal to tourists interested in the history and the art of
the region. However, the museum shop was closed at noon (while the museum itself
remained open) and someone had to be found to open it for us so that we could
purchase some items there. The shop should remain open at all times there are
visitors in the museum. The Hall of Opium is a marvelous, beautifully constructed
and laid-out venue utilizing multi-media presentations (in various languages) to tell
the story of opium use and abuse over the past 3,000 years. This was one of the
highlights of our tour of the area and should be promoted as a first class tourist site.
Since the Hall of opium is several kilometers outside Chiang Saen, cheap, easily
available transportation options from the town to the Hall and back must be provided.
As for the temples, of which there are many very interesting sites, more signs in
English (and perhaps European languages, Chinese and Japanese as well) & Thai
providing historical and cultural information about the sites would be very useful.
The grounds could be much cleaner and tidier as well which would make the sites
far more attractive to visit than they are at present. The point made above
concerning the availability of cheap and efficient transportation also applies here
since many of the temples are outside Chiang Saen town.

As for shopping, apart from the Golden Triangle area on the river, there are not
many emporiums where travelers can conveniently and comfortably browse and
purchase local handicrafts and other items.

As well. there were few cultural/traditional activities or displays such as rice
growing practices or other traditional activities according to the season. For
example. in Laos we observed hill tribe women making paper and also alcohol in the
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traditional way. Similar displays indigenous to the Chiang Saen region would be of
great interest to tourists as would shows featuring local music and arts.

The people in Chiang Saen, as with people elsewhere in Thailand, were generally
very friendly and helpful. However, it is not easy to locate tourist information
centers where travelers can easily obtain the information about the area that they
need in order to most productively enjoy their stay there. As well, more signs in
English pointing the directions to the various sites and attractions would be very
helpful.
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