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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title The Role of Local Leaders in the Development of
Eco-tourism: A Case Study of Khao Luang National
Park, Nakhon Si Thammarat
Student’s Name Mr. Tivakan Chovana
Degree Sought Master of Arts
Major Political Science
Academic Year 2007
Advisory Committee
1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Suraphon Rajabhandarak Chairperson
2. Asst. Prof. Wutisak Lapcharoensap
3. Asst. Prof. Danai Thongyai

This thesis investigates the role of local leaders in the development of
eco-tourism in Khao Luang National Park, Nakhon Si Thammarat. In this
connection, also investigated are the relationships between these leaders and
the participation of local people in the development of eco-tourism. Finally,
are considered problems, obstacles and suggestions regarding the performance
of these local leaders in developing eco-tourism. The research was conducted
through the use of in-depth interviews and a questionnaire. The data collected
from leaders and other local people were analyzed using the Statistical

Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) program. Results were analyzed and
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then evaluated in terms of percentage and mean.

Findings indicate that the majority of elected local leaders who are
males received the most respect from the community, as well as being
regarded by residents as the most reliable. A major reason was that these
leaders regarded what was to the benefit of the community as being of
paramount importance. They also gave the people an opportunity to
participate in decision-making in matters important to the community. The
majority of the local people residing in the area of Khao Luang National Park
were females working as agriculturists, and who were educated at the
secondary level. They had been inhabitants of the Khao Luang area from
birth.

Local leaders played a role in the development of eco-tourism by virtue
of educating members of the community to have awareness of the need for
protection of natural resources, in encouraging the community’s participation
in various activities, and in coordinating with other leadership groups and
concerned people. It was also recognized that the media must be used for
advertising and public relations in order to exhibit the readiness of the
community in regard to eco-tourism. Thus must be presented information
showing that community members understand the rules and regulations
regarding eco-tourism in addition to giving evidence of their grasp of the core
of eco-tourism. Finally, an evaluation must be made of these efforts.

Findings indicate that the area of Khao Luang National Park, Nakhon

St Thammarat embodies a social structure, cultural dimenstons, historical

(7)



traditions, the way of life of the local people, beautiful scenery and natural
resources making it worthy of being full developed as an important tourist
attraction. Both the local leaders and the people themselves have roles to play

in developing eco-tourism in the area of Khao Luang in consonance with high

standards of quality.
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