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ABSTRACT

This research is concerned with constructing a community tourism network
through participatory workshops conducted in the provinces in central Thailand.

The researcher was aimed to construct a cooperative network in tourism with
the participation of all sectors. Additionally, personnel were trained in how to
construct a sustainable tourism network. Efforts were expended in bringing
communities to grasp the importance of having operational plans for developing a
tourism network. Finally, concrete guidelines have been proposed for the guidance of
thos.e who are in the process of constructing such a tourism network.

The research population consisted of the personnel involved in tourism from all
sectors. The members of this research population were community leaders and
representatives, Tambon Administration Organization officials, and government
officials from seventeen provinces. Data were collected through participatory
workshop research.

Findings are as follows:

The management of tourism by communities in the aforesaid area should
govern an array of activities. These activities would include homestay services, and the
production‘ and distribution of local products, whether agricultural products or arts and
crafts products. Moreover, tourism services should be promoted in the variants of eco-
tourtsm services should be promoted in the variants of eco-tourism, cultural tourism,
and agricultural tourism, etc.

There are tourism strengths evinced by the communities in this area. These
strengths are atlested to by the phenomena of the natural environment, community
uniqueness, well-known OTOP products, convenient transportation, and a strikingly

unusual history, culture and way of life found in these riparian communities along

waterways.



The majority of the weaknesses of tourism management in this area stems from
problems in administraﬁon, management and in providing services. In this connection,
it was found that community tourism efforts were often dispersed and neglected the
needs for cooperation and creating networks at both the community and provincial
levels.

Nonetheless, through fostering participatory workshops, those community
members responsible for tourism were led to understand the need in community
tourism management to construct tourism networks and to develop operational plans
conducive to developing tourism.

Subsequently, representatives from all sectors at the provincial level became
involved in concrete endeavors to coordinate and foster tourism activities. There are
now concerted attempts to develop a tourism network in which exchanges of concrete
information can provide the means whereby members of the network can solve

common problems arising in this arca of endeavor.



