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ABSTRACT
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The purposes of this research are to (1) study the administration of
Muban Kan Thongthiao Choeng Anurak Ban Songthai Plaiphongphang
Tambon Plaiphongphang, Amphoe Amphawa, Changwat Samut Songkhram
Project, (2) study economic, social, and cultural chénges of the communities
because of ecotourism in terms of homesfay, anci (3) study the consequences
of ecotourism in terms of homestay on the communities.

In this study, qualitative methods, including indepth interview and
participant observation are used. |

This study found that after the administration of Muban Kan
Thongthiao Choeng Anurak Ban Songthai Piraiphongp‘hang Tambon
Plaiphongphang, Amphoe Amphawa, Chaﬁgwat Samut Songkhram Project

for ecotourism sites in terms of homestay from 2542 B.E. to the present,

(6)



the pbpulation earned higher incomes, had saving money, and could afford
huxurious goods. Government sectors provided them with facilities causing
the development of community structure. There were minor social and
cultural changes due to the limited time tourists spending in the community.

Ecotourism has both positive and negative consequences. Regarding
the negative, tourism there caused conflict among members of the homestay
owners, the chairman of the project, and the community. In addition, noise
pollution, garbage, privacy, and limitation of using housing space of the home
owners became problems. Positive consequences were the emergence of new
careeré, feeling of belonging, énd pride in preserving Thai-style houses for
community identity. Also, many members of local families have returned
home.

It is shown that development of ecotourism of the community can

strengthen grassroots in the community. 'Also,‘ it is a means to preserve Thai
architectural houses so that the identity, wisdom, and natural resources would

be preserved to achieve sustainable development.
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