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The member countries of the WTO signed in the table attached to the
GATS agreement about trading service of member countries. ASEAN countries
which are the members of WTO proposed an agreement to open free market in
many sections, and travel service is one of them. However, these countries
have signed the agreement containing different obligations depending on the
capacity in opening free market in each country.

The implementation of free trade on tourism, according to the agreement
of GATS, covers hotel business, restaurants, traveling agencies, hotel management,
banquet service business, etc. As a result, the agreement of free market in each

of member countries included these businesses and thus, affected the concerning

domestic laws,

6)



This study focused on the impact of the agreement on Thai tourism
laws and studied the advantages and disadvantages of the free market in
Thailand comparing to ASEAN countries. The findings indicated that Thailand
has signed an agreement concerning tourism service more than other ASEAN
countries and gained an advantage in the potential of creating income over
these countries. In addition, opening the free market of ASEAN countries has
little effect on Thai laws. In other words, some laws have legal provisions
which obstruct or restrain the enter into the free market and the treatment to
alien labours or foreign nationalities or business persons since some laws have
reserved some occupations for Thai nationality only.

However, the overview approach of the analysis on the impact of the |
GATS agreement concerning tourism service of ASEAN countries to Thai
laws showed that most of the laws did not hinder or impose limitations on
entering into the market and on national treatment to foreign nationalities.
Some laws relevant to the qualifications of entrepreneurs should be remedied.
The amendment of the laws should be based on the concept of fair services
competition to both Thai citizen and foreign citizens.

The suggestion of the research is that ASEAN countries should put
forward the same proposals of tourism service in the table attached to the
GATS agreement in order to be fair for all and to group the region trading
services to be strongly and to have the potential to compete with the global
trading services.

Thailand should remedy domestic laws conforming to the obligations
of opening the free market on tourism service under the GATS agreement. For

example, to loosen restrictions on the qualifications of having Thai nationality

(7



to apply for a license of traveling agencies and tourist business according to
the tourism Business and Guide Register Act of A.D. 1992 and the second Act
of A.D. 2002 or on the aliens working in any occupations reserved only for Thai
nationals in accordance with the list attached to the Alien Act of A.D. 1978, or

the penalty system of the Hotel Act of A.D. 1935 to be clearer and more just.

(8)
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