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In this dissertation, the researcher investigated the potentialities of
selected communities in developing sustainable tourism. The researcher
accordingly constructed a model for the promotion of community potentialities
enabling full participation in the development of tourism. Once formulated,
this model was tested so as to be able to find an appropriate model for the
development of sustainable tourism in the provinces of the lower central
plains.

Using a qualitative approach, the researcher utilized the method of
Participatory Action Research (PAR) and conducted surveys. The process

consisted of three major steps and twelve activities. The research population
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consisted of three groups: (1) community groups concerned with the operation
of tourism in the community consisting of representatives from both the private
and public sectors; (2) a group of Thai and foreign tourists; and (3) a group of
community leaders and local “wise men.”

Findings are as follows:

1. In evaluating the potentialities of the communities and determining
demand for development, it was first necessary to conduct a primary survey
of the four communities. Surveyed were the potentialities and demands in the
communities in respect to the areas of knowledge, skills, and positive attitudes
toward the development of tourism. Evaluated was whether or not these
communities were prepared to develop tourism.

2. Next a model was constructed that would be conducive to actualizing
the potentialities of these communities in regard to the development of
sustainable tourism. The result was the development of a model applicable
to “a process that reflected the demands of the community toward sustainable
tourism development.” Thereupon, the model was tested using the process of
relationship circles for tourism management. This in turn resulted in the full
development of a model for “the process of participatory workshop research
for the development of sustainable tourism.”

3. An appropriate model for the development of sustainable tourism
in the provinces in the lower central plains was subsequently developed as
a model for “a participatory community capacity reinforcement model for
sustainable tourism development in lower central Thailand.” The application

of this model consisted of three steps (sixteen activities) as follows:
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Step One: Conducting a survey of needs and preparation for tourism
communities by means of inquiring into (1) the aspect of selecting communities
which are tourism performers; (2) evaluating potentialities and needs for the
development of tourism; (3) allowing communities to reflect on the need for
developing tourism; (4) checking community needs by experts in tourism;

(5) analyzing community potentialities and the integration of needs for the
development of tourism; and (6) developing relationships with communities
serving as target arcas.

Step Two: Developing unanimity in respect to the design for community
learning in the aspect of tourism through (7) giving talks on sustainable
tourism; (8) organizing field trip study on sustainable tourism; (9) providing
workshops on sustainable tourism; (10) making plans for the development of
sustainable community tourism; (11) evaluating the levels of satisfaction of
those participating in activities promoting community potentialities; and
(12) conducting in-depth interviews with community leaders.

Step Three: Conducting follow ups and evaluating the actualizations of
tourism potentialities through (13) conducting follow-ups on the results of the
activities of promoting the actualizations of the potentialities of tourism on the
part of community members; (14) evaluation after participating in activities
promoting the potentialities of people in the communities; (15) evaluation
of the potentialities of communities on the basis of the points of view of

community leaders and local “wise men”; and (16) continuous development.
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