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ABSTRACT

Thesis Title Community Empowerment in the Form of Ecotourism
Management (Homestays): A Comparative Study of

Ko Yo Community and Ko Yao Noi Community
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In this thesis, the researcher compares (1) the forms whereby ecotourism
management is conducted in ecotourism (homestays) activities in the Ko Yo
Community and Ko Yao Noi Community areas. The researcher also examines
(2) problems in and obstacles to ecotourism management in addition to
providing problem solving guidelines for the management of ecotourism
(homestays). Finally, the researcher provides (3) guidelines conducive to the
empowering of communities through the conduct of ecotourism management

(homestays).

(6)



In this qualitative research investigation, the researcher collected
relevant data from documents, non-participatory observation, and in-depth
interviews regarding community empowerment in the form of ecotourism
management (homestays).

Findings are as follows:

1. In making comparisons in the present connection, the researcher found
that Ko Yao Noi Community was a strong community and can be a model
community for Ko Yo Community in the matter of conducting homestay
activities.

2. In regard to problems in and obstacles to the participation of Ko Yo
Community in these ecotourism activities, the researcher found that significant
were problems stemming from the lack of coordination between members of
the general public and the public sector in addition to an absence of cooperation
between personnel.

3. In respect to providing guidelines for community empowerment in the
form of ecotourism management (homestays) in the Ko Yo Community area,
the researcher found that the Subdistrict Administration Organization must
supervise homestay activities. This is because this Organization is the closest
local government agency to the members of the general public in the area. The
focus should be on participation by members of the general public in respect to
providing education in regard to ecotourism and reaching cooperative

agreements concerning the operation of homestay activities.

(7)



Public relations should be more frequently conducted. Contacts with
outside homestay networks should be increased. Conscientiousness in
conserving natural resources should be fostered. In addition, community
potentialities should be developed. Public sector mechanism should be adjusted
in order to ensure that the community remains strong.

Ko Yao Noi Community is considered to be a community with high
potentialities for strengthening itself on its own. Even though certain
components of strength are in evidence, it remains the case that augmentation
of community empowerment will afford Ko Yao Noi Community opportunities

to actualize its potentialities in the future.

(8)
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