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Tourism industry is very important to Thailand. During 1999-2004
tourism industry could bring foreign income to Thailand at least 2.5 billion
baht per year. The income from tourism industry could improve balance of
payment. Increasing number of international tourists could provide more
employment, more income distribution that could be useful for the economic
growth of Thailand.

The objective of this thesis is to study the factors determining the
number of international tourists from East Asia. Only five major countries,
Malaysia, Singapore, Japan, Hong Kong, China, were selected. Multiple
regression model was applied and ordinary least squares technique was
utilized in the study. Data used in the thesis were secondary annual data from
1982-2001.
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The study found that number of international tourists of the previous
year change in same direction with the number of tourists from Singapore,
Japan, China and Hong Kong in present year. Average expenditure of the
international tourists change in opposite direction to the number of tourists
from Malaysia, Japan except Singapore and China. The ratio of price index of
the tourists ’s countries to price index of Thailand change in opposite direction
to the number of tourists from Japan. Real income per capita of the
international tourists change in same direction with the number of tourists
from China except Hong Kong. The ratio of real income per capita of the
international tourists to average expenditure of the international tourists
change in same direction with the number of tourists from Singapore except
Malaysia and Japan. The ratio of real income per capita to price index of
Thailand change in same direction with the number of tourists from Malaysia,
Japan and Hong Kong. Government expenditure to support tourism change in
same direction with the number of tourists from Malaysia, Hong Kong and
China. Crisis in other countries were significantly determined the number of
tourists from Malaysia, Singapore and Japan. Changing in exchange rate of
Thailand into managed floating exchange rate was significantly determined
the number of tourists from Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong and China,
while year with tourism promotion campaign were significantly determined

the number of tourists from China and Malaysia.
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