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The Travel Industry in Thailand has long been a source of huge
revenue to the country by the increase in number of travelers, more spending
expenditures and longer stay periods. However, the industry is an economic
activity of high sensitivity and fluctuation by external factors. The government
thus has set a supportive policy to promote the industry economy continuously
and to offer an alternative option to the travelers who have been in Thailand
before.

The thesis studies the long-stay travel in its working frame using
SWOT analysis of the external and internal factors.

The findings show that Thailand has high potential to develop the long-
stay travel to cater the affluent elderly from the target countries, such as
Europe, Scandinavia, North America and Japan. The trend for long-stay

travel is obvious because the geographical limitations and rising cost of living
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in their own countries have led the target group to seek a new potential place
to travel to. They look for the ideal place to stay, superior service and
accommodation, decent cost of living, cultural identity and the local way of
life. The government has designated places of relevant qualifications in
Chiang Mai, Kanchanaburi, Nong Khai, Hua Hin — Cha-am and Sukhothai,
etc.

The findings also reveal that Chiang Mai 1s highest in potential
appropriateness in consumption settings, service centers, hospitals and
geographical conditions compared to those n other pilot provinces. This also
includes the comparative edges in marketing strategy, competitive strategy,

product and service strategy and promotion strategy applications.
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