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The Agreement of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) leads to
many development projects among many countries, especially the project of
East-West Economic Corridor. A transportation network has been constructed
to link Thailand’s regions and neighboring countries. Because of appropriate
geography and infrastructure, Phitsanulok Province has been chosen as the
Indochina crossroad and center for sustainable economic growth and tourism
in the lower regions of northern Thailand.

The purpose of this paper is to study tourism circumstances and to
analyze weak and strong points, opportunities, obstacles, trends, and
promotion capability of Phitsanulok’s tourism.

The study found that Phitsanulok has many strong points that are able

to make it have opportunities to extend its agricultural economics, businesses,
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investment, education and tourism with other regions of Thailand and
necighboring countries. All these can be summarized as follows:
1. A fully equipped airport
2. The continuous increase in business
3. Historical and natural tourist attractions
4. Standardized educational institutes
5. The government’s policies for tourism
As for Phisanulok’s weak points, they can be summarized as fellows:
1. Insufficient and lower standard buses
2. Lack of qualified personnel for both private and governmental
sectors |
3. Spoiled tourist attractions because of low maintenance and
management
4. Lack of public relations and marketing
Problems and obstacles in management include very littie budget, no
financial support from private and governmental sectors to improve business,
1o cooperation between rural and urban sectors, impacts from tourism
“industry, economics, society, environment, and culture. Therefore, both
governmental and private sectors should work together to develop tourism, so
the province will be ready to become an effective center in the southern

region of northern Thailand.
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