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At present, the tourism industry plays an important role in Thailand’s
social and economic development. It also plays a role in creating jobs and
both directly and indirectly distributing income to regional areas. Therefore,
the tourism business is highly competitive. As a consequence, new forms of
tourism have been emerging. One such new form is that of homestay tourism.

This thesis analyzed the law relating to the homestay business and the
law relating to the participation of communities and the patterns of the
homestay tourism business. Also treated is the law as it impinges upon the
problems of the effects of homestay tourism on natural resources, culture,
tradition, and the environment of the communities, as well as the problem of
income from homestay tourism being distributed to the community at large.

Findings are as follows:
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The homestay business is a tourism business whereby tourists have to
go into the community and have close contact with community members.
This has affects on local people and may lead to problems in the community
such as damage to natural resources, pollution, and changes in or destruction
of original cultures. Therefore, it is necessary to involve local people in a
direct fashion in this business. However, local people in the community
participate in this business at a minimum level. Therefore, there is legal
regulation pertaining to the income derived from homestay tourism being
distributed throughout the community.

Furthermore, existing law relating to homestays does not pay much
attention to community participation in this business in spite of the affects of
this business on natural resources, the environment, culture, and tradition.
The Constitution and many other laws stipulate that members of local
communities should participate in the preliminary step of listening to opinions
prior to commencing a project. The intention of this stipulation is to ensure
community members participate in the management and conservation of
natural resources, the environment, culture, and tradition, all of which are
important to homestay tourism.

In this light, then, the researcher has concluded that there should be a
new law to accommodate the homestay business in a fuller fashion. Such a
new law should be pertinent to the following important considerations:

1. The pattern and cstablishment of the homestay business in

communities;
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2. Supervision of the homestay business;

3. The operation and the management of homestay businesses;

4. Local income distribution as a consequence of the homestay
business; and

5. The conservation of the environment, culture, and tradition in view
of the influence of homestay tourism.

These consideration should be taken into account when announcements
are made by the Office of Tourism Development on Stipulated Standards for
Tourism Serﬁce in Reference to Standards for Homestays in Thailand, B.E.
2548 (C.E. 2005). In addition, these considerations should be reflected in the
regulations of the Office of Tourism Development on the Assessment of
Standards for Homestays in Thailand, B.E. 2548 (C.E. 2005), and the
regulations of the Office of Tourism Development on the Use of Certificate
of Standards for Homestays in Thailand, B.E. 2548 (C.E. 2005), as well as

other laws relating to the homestay business.
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