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The impact of SARS in 2003, terrorist activities and the tsunami in
2004 had a negative effect on local and foreign tourists in Thailand. Thus, the
government launched a policy to boost tourism, namely to attract more tourists
and thus increase income from tourism in Thailand.

At present, local tourism plays an important role in the expansion of the
economy. It affects employment and income distribution in rural areas. The
objective of this study is to analyze the factors that affect tourism on the Southern
Coast and the shortcut road project (Samut Sakhon-Laem Phak Bia). The study
uses a sample of 400 tourists who visited Samut Songkhram. This study used
primary data and descriptive analysis with a Chi-square statistics at a level of

reliability of 95%.
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The results of the study indicated that most tourists who traveled to
Samut Songkhram are females between the ages of 30-39, with a Bachelor’s
degree. They are employed in the private sector, with a salary between 5,000-
10,000 baht, and reside in Bangkok. Most tourists tend to travel to Samut
Songkhram by private car on a one-day trip without any overnight stay. The
places they selected to visit are Don Hoi Lot and Luang Po Ban Laem temple.
The main reasons that the tourists choose Samut Songkhram are the delicious
food and clean accommodation.

It was found that most tourists are optimistic about the Southern Coast
shortcut road (Samut Sakhon-Laem Phak Bia) in that it would result in a more
convenient and faster transportation route. The project will lead to an expansion
of tourism and of the service industry in the Southern region. If the project were
completed, most tourists would choose this short cut instead of Rama 2 for
traveling South. The new road would also reduce traffic congestion. As regards
the tourists” objective, it was found that 81.5% of the tourists wanted to travel
in Samut Songkhram anyway. Therefore, the project will have little impact on

the tourism industry in Samut Songkhram in comparison with its benefits.
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