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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to investigate thepossibility of ecotourism development around
Bangpakong Delta, Bangpakong District, Chachengsao Province. The data for this qualitative study was
collected from focus group interviews, participatory and non-participatory observation. The informants
were people in the local community including officers at Takham sub-district, members of Environment
Conservation Club, community leader, officers'in the Department of Sea and Coastal Resources, and

tourists visiting the area. The collected data was analyzed presented descritptiv

The study revealed(that ecotourism development around Bangpakong Delta is
possible due to the rich--environment of the riverside and natural islands where
varieties of flora“and fauna are found. Moreover, dolphins coming to the river mouth
can accelerate’ ecotourism during that time. Most people involved in ecotourism want
to co-operate in the development. However, utilizing the islands is prohibited due to the
cabinet’s consensus. Thus, the development of ecotourism can be conducted at a micro
level. “The impacts of ecotourism are mostly positive because tourism can create more
income and new jobs. The peak period is too short to cause any negative impact on the
community and environment. In conclusion, it is possible for a gradual development of

ecotourism with its unique attractions.



