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Abstract

Research Title :  The Study of Capacity Building Development on Land Use and Tourism

Resource Management for Sustainable Tourism Promotion

Author : Pratana Satitvipawee, Pichitpong Soontornpipit, Siranee Sreesai,

Chukiat Viwatwongkasem, Chatrapa Hudthagosol, Supakorn Ratchapong

Month Year : December 2013

With interest in sustainable tourism promotion worldwide, this study was conducted on 4
objectives; the vital roles and problems of Koh Tao’s tourism; description and assessment of
population, food sanitation and water, garbage, quality of natural water and sea water; suggestion
and control methods to reduce and control an impact of tourist industry extension to ecological
system and coast resource; and recommendations about how to reduce problem and impact of land
use as well as plan of resource utilization. This field survey was conducted from two populations
who were at the age of 18years old and above. A sample group of government, private and
general populations living in Koh Tao’s were randomly selected proportionally to size (n=215)
and another group was selected from visitors to Koh Tao during December, 2554 to January,
2555 (n= 420). Both groups were studied using questionnaires. For the local residence, 16 items
about attitude toward tourism were asked while the visitors were asked about attitude toward
tourist value (12 items), risk to destroy (5 items), potentiality of tourism development (7 items)
and resource management (21 items). Twenty-two participants from the same three local sectors
were indepth interviewed about problems and how to manage the island to be sustainable resource.
Moreover collected samples of water, sea water and food were analysed in laboratories, as well as

environmental observation. Number, percentage and mean were used for descriptive statistics.
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This study found that Koh Tao is a vital tourist industry of Surat Thani province and
Thailand. Accoring to high tourism potentialty of Koh Tao on natural resources under the sea,
especially coral reefs around the island, beauty of beach and clear water leads radically growing
tourism business while many problems have rise continuously from uncontrol extending
community of land use and development along coastal area under supervised by its government or
community and lack of effective management of natural resource management, especially during
high season. That can impact and annoy resource destruction. Conclusion from the two surveys
and the laboratories shown lack of workforce, garbage and clean, waste water, lack of used water,
food sanitation, and coral damage are major concerned problems of the island. The Save Koh Tao
community, a strong civil society, raises awareness of environmental issues and creates
resolutions for the problems working together through all sectors, including the citizens and

visitors of Koh Tao to make Koh Tao being the green island.

Recommendations from this study are 1) Operational project suggestions, 5 urgently
projects as basic information to promote sustainable capacity building are the waste management
and cleanliness; water-consumption catchment source; building and development of human
resources for tourism in both quantitative and qualitative methods; infrastructure development;
and rehabilitation and conservation of natural resources. 2) Policy suggestions about promoting
the participation of the community in tourism planning including zone split management,
promoting the sustainable tourism and tourism management by control numbers of visitors to suit
the size and capacity of tourist attraction areas and to endorse law enforcement under authorities
and communities. If no action is taken, the maximum number of visitors is limited to 2,860
persons per day to improve water quality, garbage reduction of at least 20-30 percents and to
increase the potential of tourism with contributing budget and other facilities for supporting
management potentiality based on policies. 3) Practical suggestions for stakeholders such as
communities, business and government sectors to collaborate and work together for sustainable

tourism.



