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Abstract

The objectives of the study were to: 1) study the economic, social, and tourism situations of the Krabi
province; 2) study the impact of tourism on the economy and society of the Krabi province; and 3) comparatively
analyze the positive and negative impacts of tourism on the economy and society of Krabi province.

This study involved survey research. Questionnaires were used for collecting data from 400 samples.
The sample comprised household leaders, entrepreneurs and community leaders. They were classified in 2
groups, including sea tourism and eco-tourism groups, who lived in and around the tourist attraction areas which
faced both positive and negative impacts from the tourism. The impacts were classified into 5 levels. Basic
statistics, including ratio, percentage, frequency, mean and standard deviation, were employed for analyzing the
descriptive data.

The results of the study were as follows. 1) The overall trend indicated that the Krabi economy had
been expanding because of the growth of the main economic crops in agriculture, trading business and tourism
sectors. Krabi Province had 3 kinds of facilitated transportation, and sufficient public utilities. The problems of
drug addiction and crime had increased since 2006. Tourism had been continuously expanded, especially
during the years 2002 to 2005. 2) The positive economic impact was at a high level. For example, there were job
creation (¥ = 3.91), quality development of products and services { ¥= 3.86), more income distribution to various
parts related to tourism ( ¥ = 3.84), and much land buying for investment or business expansion (X = 3.82),
respectively. The negative impact at high levels were the tourist quantity which dominated goods and service
prices setting (¥ = 3.92), higher land price due to the investment expansion in tourism businesses (X = 3.85) and
higher cost of living (X = 3.81), respectively. The high positive impacts on society were more women working in
tourism businesses (¥ = 3.87), transportation route development (¥ = 3.85), and more convenient public utilities
(X = 3.85) respectively. The high level negative impacts were more premature sex relations among youth (X=
4.38), more lands used for businesses related to tourism (X = 4.24), and an increase of rubbish (X = 4.22),
respectively ; and 3) Entrepreneurs thought that the high positive impacts on economy were job creation,
generation of income, and more production and investment, while household leaders perceived medium impact
from these issues. For the negative impact on economy, entrepreneurs viewed that the high impact was the
quantity of tourists determining the prices of goods and services, while household leaders indicated that it was
the high price of land resulting from land buying for investment in related tourism business. For the high positive
impact on society, the sea tourism community and household leaders viewed that there was a development of
transportation routes, whereas the eco-tourism community and household leaders thought that there was an
increase of women employed in the tourism industry. In terms of the high negative impact on society, the leaders
of households in both areas as well as the sea tourism and eco-tourism groups realized that there was more
premature sex relation among youth.
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