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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) study the context of the
communities and community forests of Ban Ao Tha Len - Ban Tha Phru, Tambon
Khao Thong, Amphoe Mueang Krabi, Krabi Province; (2) form guidelines for setting
principles, rules, and regulations for ecotourism in those community forest areas; (3)
form guidelines for ecotourism management in those community forest areas; (4)
recommend types of tourism activities and guidelines for developing sustainable
ecotourism in those community forest areas; and (5) study problems, obstacles, and
suggestions of the communities for management of ecotourism in those community
forests.

This was a qualitative research. The sample population consisted of 2
groups: Group I - Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Khao Thong Sub-district
Administration Organisation, members of the Khao Thong Sub-district
Administration Organisation, Sub-district Headman, Village Headmen, teachers, tour
operators in the sub-district area, and the Community Forest Committee, for a total of
40 people; and Group II - 72 members of the Natural Resource Conservation Group in
the sub-district area. The tools used in the study were an in-depth interview form and
a meeting to mobilise ideas from the people. The data obtained from the interviews
and the meeting were analysed and synthesised to find relationships and to achieve
the objectives of the research.

The results showed that (1) the community forest areas of Ban Ao Tha Len
- Ban Tha Phru, Tambon Khao Thong, Amphoe Mueang Krabi, Krabi Province, had
the potential for ecotourism, but a lack of community participation; (2) there should
be community participation from the village and sub-district levels for setting the
principles, rules, and regulations for ecotourism, and sub-district ordinances should be
issued and enforced for every rule; (3) community forest management should be the
responsibility of a Community Forest Committee comprising representatives from the
villages; (4) tourism activities should be associated with local traditions or
occupations, and development efforts should focus on tourism management, local
knowledge, tourism networks, public relations, safety, and facilities, respectively; and
(5) the main problem identified was a lack of participation from the communities.
Knowledge of ecotourism and management of the community forests should be
promoted.
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