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50601607 : MAJOR : PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MANAGEMENT
KEY WORD : CHANGING/WAY OF LIFE/TOURISM

NATTHAKARN RUANGSUKSAI : TOURISM AND CHANGING OF COMMUNITY'S
WAY OF LIFE IN VANG VIENG DISTRICT , LOAS PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC.
THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.PHITAK SIRIWONG, Ph.D. 88 pp.

This research studied Tourism and Changing of Community's Way of Life in Vang
Vieng District, Laos People’s Democratic Republic. It is a qualitative research. The data has
been collected via an observation and an in-depth interview. Key Informants are the people in
the community and 30 persons who are business travel agency living in this area for more
than 10 years and have been traveling between Vang Vieng and the nort-eastern area of
Thailand. The objective is to study the changing of lifestyles of people in the community- Vang
Vieng - in terms of economic, social, and cultural dimension, after the community has
developed into a tourist attraction. The findings highlighted that 1) Economic dimension;
changing of the occupations was affected significantly by travel. People in the community’s
revenues, expenditures, as well as job opportunities are increasing from changing from
agriculture to tourism careers. 2) Social dimension; travel affects social changing within the
community. Society has grown from the original size to a bigger one. It has a departure of
people in the community and an arrival of outsiders and tourists resulting in increasing
interactions. However, result from a good quality of the ancestor’s cultivation, social
relationship of people in the community remains strong as ever despite the community was
changed to a tourism area. Furthermore, the drug problem was found in the young
generation. 3) Cultural dimension; it was found that when the community was changed to a
tourism, it has no effect among the elderly but a cultural adoption problern was found among
teenagers.
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