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The focus of the research was the Lao Song ethnic group of central Thailand, 

their vernacular houses and beliefs associated with the house. Field work concentrated on the 
vernacular house itself together with the rice granary and village spirit house, with the dual 
underlying aims of (1) preservation of the buildings and associated cultural artifacts and (2) 
their interpretation in the context of cultural tourism, cultural knowledge and awareness. This 
interpretation offers the prospect of an Ethnic House Museum and the paper concludes with a 
design for such a museum and outline of its system of exhibits. 
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