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Throughout the vernacular shophouses in Thailand there are many places 
worth retaining because they enrich our lives - by helping us understand the past, by 
contributing to the richness of the present environment, and because there is an 
expectation they will be of value to future generations. There are many historic 
shophouse communities within Thailand where traditional ways of life remain. 

In Phetchaburi, the unique simple living and traditional lifestyle are preserved 
by the old generations who have lived there. The community life and local cultures 
are still survives. They have interesting histories and backgrounds and architectural 
beauty especially in the cities that main rivers flow through. The shophouses 
establish concurrently with the community. The existing traces well indicate ways of 
living, cultures, traditions, beliefs, economies, and community societies are one of the 
most important factors to promote the interests of people in current tourism due to 
authenticity which is rarely seen in the present society. 

Thai community society is the actual agrarian one which is the core of the 
existence of the community. In addition, agriculture is the foundation of the country’s 
economies. Local cultures are beautifully grown by agriculture. Benefits from 
agriculture do not include only products, but also the emergence of the sibling 
commercial community. Factual rural development processes must not be shadowed 
by economically stimulated factors but should emphasize on true values in societies 
such as the existence of cultures, living, traditions, education, religious beliefs and 
transferred issues of agrarian society. Buddhist Economic Theory echoes 
contemporary concepts in Thai culture as it harmonizes with knowledge of a self-
sufficient economy. Imparting knowledge to local communities will ensure that they 
can help themselves achieve a reasonably good quality of life and become 
acquainted with external changes, thereby strengthening their communities and 
resulting in economic and environmental restoration. Development must be 
appropriate and effective to ensure that the end results will go straight to the heart of 
problem.  

If the community could carry on agriculture, such community could possess 
sustainability. They could be self-dependent without relying on other external factors. 
As a result, the image of beautiful ways of living and real sustainable community is 
clearly presented. The appropriate way to manage the tourism system in the 
community of vernacular shophouses will constitute a guideline for the local 
communities, as well as government and tourism organization, to engage in an 
appropriate form of sustainable tourism development for shophouses community in 
Thailand as a whole. 

 
 

 
Architectural Heritage Management and Tourism Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2008 
Student’s signature ………………………………………………….…………………… 
Thesis Advisor’s signature ………………………………………….…………………...



 d

Acknowledgements 
 

If this paper would have the useful knowledge, I would like to contribute them 
to Professor Ornsiri Panin who has devoted herself to her researches which are deal 
with the vernacular shophouses in urban areas all over Thailand and Professor 
Dr.Chattip Nartsupha who studied concepts of community-based economy and 
community development in Thailand.  

 
I would like to express my thanks to Silpakorn University. I am particularly 

grateful to Professor Dr. Trungjai Buranasomphob, the chairman, Assistant Professor 
Dr. Chaiyasit Darnkittikul, the examiner of my project. My intellectual dept is greatest 
to Professor Dr. William Chapman, my supervisor for discussing, planning and 
reviewing the paper to make use of my full potential and help see that it was 
completed. 

 
I wish to thank heartily the Phetchaburi people who taught me and shared 

with me their experience and knowledge. 
 
I am extremely grateful to Assistant Professor Somchart Chungsiriarak, who 

has given me much valuable advice and assistance in continuing my research and 
for criticism on various parts from the beginning till the end. 

 
My thanks also are especially due to Yosita Buasatian for her valuable 

illustration techniques, some parts of data survey and beautiful drawings; Jaturong 
Pokharatsiri for his advice in the research methodology; and Chana Santinai for his 
beautiful photographs that were used for the presentation. My gratitude is due to 
Sumet Thavorn and Mukda Samhorban, who edited the final presentation with 
patience and speed. I also want to thank Clifford Layton for editing many parts of the 
original text. 

 
I wish to extend my sincere gratitude to my two sisters, Kwanjai Khanthavit 

and Commander Fakjit Poonpol RTN,MD, my husband and my son, Srisak and 
Bheesa Suephakdee for their encouragement and their love, especially my husband 
for his cooperation and contribution to my field survey, taking photographs and 
traveling regarding the three case studies. 

 
My final dedication must be to my mother and my father, Mrs. Saijai and Mr. 

Chirasakdi Poonpol, who gave me the wonderful way of thinking from the beginning 
of my life and constantly supported my life, my research and my soul over four years. 
 




