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This thesis aims to study if the Performing Arts are an appropriate and valid form of
heritage interpretation at a World Heritage site like Ayutthaya. This raises the guestion : *Should the
performing arts be used as a way of interpreting cultural heritage at World Hentage sites?’ The role
of Performing Arts in interpretation of hentage sites is discussed and examined. The current
situation at Ayutthaya heritage site, Hertage conservation, Interpretation of heritage sites and

performing arts as interpretation are explored.

Eight ' research ~methods were used for this thesis: research literature, personal
expenence, visitor surveys, media, symposium, experimental / creative work, field study and
interviews. Data collection was carried out between the period of December 1992 until April 2004
at and around Ayutthaya World Heritage. Interviews were conducted with Ayutthaya World
Heritage stakeholders, performing arts professionals and experts in Thailand and abroad. Data
collected was analyzed by means of the Octagon Model for Data Analysis developed specially for
this thesis. This thesis advances one main research proposition : ‘That the Performing Arts are an
appropnrate and valid form of heritage interpretation at a World heritage site like Ayutthaya.” The

analysis confirmed this proposition.
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