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This paper focuses on the development of tourism in Samutprakan province,
1946 — 2006 . It talks about the factors that created tourism and its development in
many aspects, including the administration of tourism in the province.

It is found that the tourism industry of Samutprakan started to develop from
two domestic factors which were its location on convenient transportation routes and
its various tourism resources. There were also outside factors that contributed to the
development. These were the supports from both the government and private
sectors. Tourism in Samutprakan started during King Rama Ill when he went to the
parade of Buddha relics and the Tripitaka to Phra Samutchedi and its celebration in
1828. In the beginning, the touristy places in the province were mostly historical.
Later on, the first tourism development plan was placed in the 4" National Economic
and Social Development Plan (1977 — 1981) ; however, the province did not start
developing their tourism seriously then yet. Not until the 8" National Economic and
Social Development Plan (1997 — 2001) did the province start to respond to the
government’s policy by holding Light and Sound Amazing Paknam Show in 1998.
During the 9" National Economic and Social Development Plan (2002 — 2006),
Samutprakan had their own policy to promote the tourism industry. They also
established a tourism group called Benja Burapa Suwannabhumi. This group
consists of 5 provinces: Samutprakan, Chacheongsao, Nakhon Nayok, Prachin
Buri and Sra kaew. These provinces tie their touristy places together to draw more
tourists into the region and hence increase their revenues. Samutprakan has also
built and improved their infrastructures and created many projects to accommodate

a larger number of tourists and promote the growing tourism industry in the future.



