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The purposes of this study aimed to investigate history, relationship, nature, and pattern of
border trade at Sa Kaeo Thai-Cambodia province and to examine government policy and its effects
for promoting Thai-Cambodia border trade at Sa Kaeo province since 1975-2003, through historical
research method focusing on primary and secondary sources, including interview with community
leader, people, and entrepreneur of Thai-Cambodia border trade at Sa Kaeo province and presented by
descriptive report.

The results revealed that the history of Thai-Cambodia border trade was initiated since
Sukhothai era and prominent evident after Cambodia independent from France in 1955. It was
especially found Thai-Cambodia border trade at Sa Kaeo province of Thailand which was connected
to Buntia Meinjei province and Pra Tabong province of Cambodia. Their geography facilitated to the
trade because there was no natural barrier which was obstacle for communication among people in the
country. Furthermore, location and strategic point of Sa Kaeo province could be used as connecting
path to Phanom Pen and Vietnam. This was a supportive factor of Thai-Cambodia border trade.
Hence, initial nature and pattern of Thai-Cambodia border trade at Sa Kaeo province included both
informal trade which was illegal and formal trade as legal and then it became more illegal along the
border.

However Cambodia internal situation, especially when Cambodia got in war, the situation of
Thai-Cambodia border trade had to depend to situation of the relationship and policy among Thai and
Cambodia government. That was when the relationship among two countries was not good, there was
no diplomatic relations, government policy was to close the border or close the crossing point and
trade was prohibited. On the other hands, if the situation among two countries was good, the border
trade clearly opened as seen in 1975 during M.S. Kukrit Pramoj and 1976 during M.S. Saenee Pramoj
and in the time of General Chatcahi Chuhawan with support policy of peace in Cambodia, called
“convert war field to be trade field” by opening trade point along Thai-Cambodia border at Sa Kaeo

province. This policy of trade support effected informal trade to be formal trade in 1991. During



2003, government of Lieutenant Taksin Chinnawat, there was a riot at Thai embassy in Phanom Phen
resulting the prime minister decreased level of country relationship and permanently closed the
crossing point at Sa Kaeo province. This policy affected to Thai-Cambodia border trade especially
the loss of economic value of Thai trade. Nevertheless, when the two countries had good relationship
the border at Sa Kaeo province would open and allow for trading. According to Thai government
support, Thai-Cambodia border trade at Sa Kaew province took an important role for passing goods to
country in Indochina.

Moreover, it was found that Thai-Cambodia border trade at Sa Kaeo province during 1975-
2003 not only caused trade enhancement but also affected to many problems in Thailand such as

illegal immigrant, drug abuse, weapon illegal trade, crime and robbery.



