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Saminpanya, Chaichart Dhamkrongartm.

The researcher studied the Potential of 15 natural and modified tourist attraction resources (sites)
of Nakhornratchasima Province , Thailand. The purposes of this study are to investigate the
general existing conditions of the sites and to evaluate the potential in terms of ecotourism by the
use of an evaluation form developed by the researcher. The results of an existing condition survey
for the sites show that most sites are found their striking points which are accessible and they
have tourist service centers, accommodations, toilets, shopping areas, souvenir shops and
recreation activities for tourists.

The potential evaluation in from of Recreation Resource Potential (RRP) from 4 factors i.c. area,
management, activity and process, and organizations and community participation has been
classified into 3 categories. They are high potential (RRP = 5.00-3.68), moderate potential (RRP
= 3.67-2.34), and low potential (RRP = 2.33-1.00). The results of the evaluation for each factor
are as follows. For the area factor, all 15 attraction sites are in moderate potential. The only one
highest potential belongs to Khao Yai National Park with the RRP of 4.00 (the full score is 5.00).
This is due to for example its perfect arca condition (high nature fertility) high security system
and convenient routes. The next is Choke Chai Farm with the RRP of 3.63 and it is followed by
Sai Ngarm with the RRP of 3.38. In terms of management factor, Khao Yai National Park is still
in the first rank of an excellent management system with the RRP of 4.50. In aspects of activity
and process factor, it is found that most sites are in low potential. The modcrate potential is for
Khao Yai National Park, Thub Laan National Park, Choke Chai Farm and Lam Phra Phloeng
Dam respectively. In this point, Khao Yai National Park has its best potential among all of those
sites with its RRP of 3.50. In terms of organization and community participation factor, the top
ones are Khao Yai National Park, Elephant Fossil Site, and Choke Chai Farm with the same RRP
of 3.67. The integrated results of the evaluation amongs 4 factors of 15 attraction sites in
Nakhonratchasima province show that there are 1 high potential, 11 moderate potential, and 3
low-potential attraction sites. Of these, Khao Yai National Park is in the high potential (with the

RRP of 3.98). The moderate potential attraction sites such as Choke Chai Farm and Thub Laan



National Park have the RRP of 3.42 and 3.20 respectively. The rests are in thec modcrate and low
potentials. It can be concluded that most natural and modified tounst attraction sites in
Nakhonratchasima province arc in the moderate potential and they could be developed to the
higher potential If there are serious concerns of the relevant institutes, organizations and

communities.
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