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Pachit Tarmprateep. (2006). An Integrated Strategic Planning for Sustainable Ecotourism
Development of Chai Nat Province. Master’'s Project, M.Sc. (Ecotourism
Planning and Management). Bangkok: Graduate School, Srinakharinwirot

University. Project Advisor : Asst. Prof. Dr. Chakrit Choomwattana.

This research is carried out in order to propose an integrated strategic planning for
sustainable ecotourism development of Chai Nat province. Quantitative methods are mostly
used for analyzing the opinion of 4 samples: population, tourists, entrepreneurs, and
population of government sector. 350 people, in total, who live in Mueang district, Sanburi
district, and Wat Singha district have expressed their opinion. Their views given on
sustainable ecotourism management may strengthen official ecotourism plan of Chai Nat
province in the future. Apparently, questionnaires were mostly answered by women about
45 years old who got bachelor's degree and work in various government divisions with a
salary of 15,000-20,000 baht per month.

Research instruments: questionnaires, key informant interview, participant and
non-participant observation, SWOT and SEA analysis

Statistical methods: use of percentage, mean, standard deviation by the SPSS
synopsis process

Research results: the 4 samples are mostly interested in archeological tourism;
natural tourism is their second choice. They would like to see the government repair ancient
places and sites for sustainable ecotourism purposes. They are willing to participate with
government officials in decision-making, planning, and development concerning tourism. At
the same time, they would like to obtain more knowledge on ecotourism from the
government as well. Furthermore, they prefer to see that information service concerning
Chai Nat's tourist destinations is given to public regularly and continually.

Important suggestions gained by undertaking this research concern with the small
amount of tourists visiting this province. An immediate solution is to package up various
destination areas of Chai Nat or package up them with those of other nearby provinces.
This will encourage tourists to visit the areas in Chai Nat eventually. However, many more
interesting programs for tourists should be organized in order to motivate them to visit
Chai Nat and let them pass on information by word of mouth. In addition, governmental
departments concerned should provide enough public transportation, clear signposts to and
within the tourist areas. Lastly, ecotourism can be sustainable only if new generations of
people in Chai Nat are conscious of, understand and value old traditions and their natural

and cultural environment.
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