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This study aimed to 1) seek a suitable area for an ecolodge development in
Maewong National Park 2) classify the suitability of the areas for ecolodge development
and 3) study criteria for each factor used for site selection. 12 environmental factors, such
as soil, slope, wildlife habitat, land use, road network, stream, physical obstructions,
vegetation, landform, climate, aesthetics, and recreation resources/activities, were analyzed
by using 3 processes including:

1. GIS analysis: soil, slope, wildlife habitat, land use, road network, stream,
and physical obstructions were analyzed in this process.

2. An interview was done to study the effect of a suitable area on sensitive
vegetation.

3. Questionnaire survey was conducted to classify the suitability of areas for
ecolodge development. 4 factors including landform, climate, aesthetics, and recreation
resources/activities were studied by this questionnaire.

The result from GIS analysis and interview confirmed our hypothesis that
Maewong National Park has several suitable areas for ecolodge development. In particular,
the analysis indicated 8 suitable areas spread through out the eastern part of the park,
especially near the south eastern border. The results from the questionnaire survey also
showed that all 8 suitable areas are gently sloping plain. The classification of suitable areas
for ecolodge development in Maewong National Park is as follows:

1. Most suitable areas: There are 2 most suitable areas which are 1) Area
No.1 covering an area of 0.3968 km2 or 248.0076 rai and Area No.6 covering an area of
0.0053 km’ or 3.2861 rai.

2. Moderately suitable areas: There are 4 moderately suitable areas which
are 1) Area No. 3 covering an area of 0.0605 km” or 37.8365 rai 2) Area No. 5 covering an
area of 0.0062 km2 or 3.9023 rai 3) Area No. 7 covering an area of 0.0049 km2 or 3.0682
rai and Area No. 8 covering an area of 0.0025 km2 or 1.5522 rai.

3. Less suitable areas: There are 2 less suitable areas which are 1) Area No.
2 covering an area of 0.2625 km2 or 164.0412 rai and 2) Area No. 4 covering an area of

0.0126 km’ or 7.8905 rai.



Based on the survey result, this classification agreed with our hypothesis that most
areas suitable for ecolodge development in Maewong National Park are only moderately

suitable.



