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Master thesis, M.S. (Planning and Management Ecotourism). Bangkok:
Graduate School,Srinakharinwirot University. Advisor Committee:

Assist. Prof. Kawee Worrakavin, Associate Prof. Choosri Wongratana

The objectives of this research are to survey tourism resources and services, set
up tourism trails which link those resources and services, study the general factors, the
opinions about tourism, their knowledge of Ecotourism, the participation of local people, and
gathering the data to set some guidelines for tourism development in Phong Kwao village.
The tools used in this research are Tourism Resources and Services Survey Form,
1:50,000 map of Phong Kwao village, questionnaire, and interviewing form. After collecting
data, those were analyzed by using descriptive statistics; frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and inferential statistics; Chi square, and Simple correlation for testing
hypothesis.

The results show that;

1. There are thirty-four items of natural resources, five of cultural resources, and
twelve of service activities. The prominent of those are; natural resources; landscape,
climate, Pong Noi Waterfall, Na-Dong Waterfall, Samoeng stream, Pong Kwao hot spring,
pumping mud pool, cultural resources; Wat Tontan, and service activities; hot spring pool,
hot spring bathing, massage, sauna, and Thai herbs compression.

2. the results of surveying, there are four trails linking the resources and services;
three of them are walking trails, the other is bicycle trail.

3. The results of questionnaire; the number of sampling are 123, the major of them
are male, the average of age is 37.54 years. The major group is at elementary level of
education, their careers are farmers and hireling at the same amounts,their incomes are

etween 2,001-3,000 Bahts per month. They agree with the concept of developing the
community to be tourism destination, and think that the community has potential and
enough resources for tourism developing. They think that the prominent of those are hot
spring (79.9 %) and natural environment (49.6 %). The major of sampling have ecolourism

knowledge at high level, and the difference of each level is different significantly (p. value=.01).

The opinion about tourism participation; the results show they participate in taking

care of community cleanness, involving in tourism planning, and getting in community



resources conservation at high level. Researcher also find that the ecotourism knowledge
relates with local people participation significantly (p. value=.01).

The major problem of tourism development is inconvenience of transportation; the
suggestion for this problem is improvement of infrastructure and public relation.

4. The results of interviewing; there are nine of group representatives, most of them
know that ecotourism is the same as natural tourism; the ecotourism by theory is
conservative tourism. They have participated with tourism group at the starting point, at the
initiation, they started with sharing their ideas, planning, processing, evaluating, and giving
suggestions, even now, they have still shared ideas in each step; formal and informal,
individual and group discussion, every topics must be discussed and find out the consensus
before implementation.

The final step of this research is finding the guideline to improve tourism which is
suitable for community. The targets of development are to be health and eco-agro
destination, so the appropriate guidelines are 1) human resources development about
tourism and participation 2) infrastructure improvement 3) the improvement of services and
activities. The concept of improvement must be based on local people participation, equity,

carrying capacity, and sustainability of local community.
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