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Panurungsee Duenhong. (2007). A Study of Mukdahan Province Tourism
Development Guidelines to Become a Tourism Bordertown . Master’s
Project, M.Sc. ( Ecotourism Planning and Management). Bangkok:Graduat

School, Srinakharinwirot University, Project Advisor: Assoc.Prof. Renoo
Sornsamran . Co- Project Advisor: Dr. Nalena Praphairaksit.

The objectives of this reseach are: 1.) To study the potentials as well as
opportunities for the development of tourism industry of Thailand’s bordertown in
Mukdahan 2.) To study problems and difficulties of the development of tourism
industry of Thailand’s bordertown in Mukdahan 3.) To study ways to encourage the
tourism industry of Thailand’s bordertown corresponding to the development of the
province 4.) To study the effects which may occur after the opening of the second
Thai-Lao Bridge. The methods in which were used to gather data are observation,
interview and survey. The samples in this research consist of 4 groups of people which
are government officials, officials from tourism industry, tourists and finally, the native
people of Mukdahan. An adequate size of samples is representatively selected. The data
is analyzed and synthesized with the qualitative research procedure. The results of this
research can be concluded as followings: 1. The strengths of Mukdahan are that it is
suitable for the development of business and marketing center. The transport system
and tourism industry of Thai borders are like the gate to Indo-China. The province has
the advantages in terms of landscape which favors trade, investment and a convenient
trip to Lao and Vietnam. Cooperation between Thai, Lao and Vietnam in organizing
events to celebrate traditional festivals will help building a good relationship between
countries and at the same time promoting tourism. Problems and obstacles in
developing the tourism of Thai Border in Mukdahan are the location of the province
which are prone to epidemic, illegal activities which will affect the reputation of its
tourism. There is a lack of activity such as World Event which leads to the international
competition. Also, there is no standard safety in the tourist sites and cooperation with
the tourism officials to carry out proper procedures. 2. The way to encourage tourism in
Thai bordertown which corresponds to the development of the province is to join the
travel path with Lao and Vietnam, to improve the quality of tourist sites and set
standards for tourism services, to promote abroad and domestic tourism industry and at
the same time encourage social events, festivals and customs to attract tourists. We can
manage the welfare and be prepared to tackle other social problems to build up a good
reputation in preparation for future growth of tourism industry. Also, we should prepare
plans to manage hygiene and social structure as well as a proper allocation of land to be
used for tourism in the future. 3. The Effects of the opening of the second Thai-Lao
Bridge are the followings: the rapid economic growth, the good geographic site will
have an effect on the tourism growth. The social and cultural effect will affect the urban
growth. Visitors coming with their culture, value and behavior will have an influence
on local people, natural resources and environment. Finally, the environment during the
construction will have an impact on the daily life of people and cause industrial waste,
water, noise and air pollution. Good environment management in order to keep the
nature pure and clean should be planned.
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