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Results of the Study

in 1999, of about 48 million of Thai people aged over 15, almost 25 million had traveled in the
country while about 23 million never had had any travel, or a ratio of 51.70 per cent to 48.30 per
cent. About 66.13 per cent were overnight-stay tourists; and 20.62 per cent were eco-tourists and

adventure tourists.

Domestic trips in 1999 amounted to 38,737,308 person-trip with an average length of stay of 3.13

days per person, and the northeastern people had the highest travel frequency.

Favorite destinations of Thai tourists were in the region. Bangkok people preferred travelling to
provinces in the central region, 29.70 per cent; to the east 27.30 per cent and to the nerth 18.20 per

cent respectively.

.

Tourists' Expenditures

Expenditures during the trip were on food/drinks, accommodations, scuvenirs, entertainment,
vehicles, touring services and miscellaneous. These expenditures occurred in the areas of
destinations. The average expenditure of one one-day tourist was about 500-1,000 baht per trip,

while that of one overnight-stay tourist was about 1,000-7,000 baht per trip.

Expenditures occurred before and after the journey were done in the travelers’ neighborhood on the
travelling necessities, such as rolls of film (57.24 per cent), medication (13.70 per cent) and change
of lubricant before the journey; and film processing and developing (90.27 per cent; the highest of

all) after the journey was done by over 90 per cent of the tourists.

About 55.25 per cent of Thai tourists experienced no problems during the trips. Generally speaking,
expensive food prices, toilets, geoiogical conditions/weather/roadways, parking areas and

expensive accommodations were the first 5 serious problems of the tourists.

A number of Thai tourists had planned ahead to save a sum of money for the trip, mostly not

exceeding 5,000 baht (88.78 per cent of total number of tourists), an average of 2,176.16 baht per

trip.




Domestic Traveling Behavior of Thai Tourists

Favorite destinations

Travelling Motivation

Influential Persons

Month

Vehicles

Time

Environmental aesthetics (64.79 per cent), historical/religious
monuments (16.34 per cent), cultural sites (8.51 per cent) and

entertainment/shopping centres (8.34 per cent).

Personaily informed (49.96 per cent) and advertisement/TV programs

(20.21 per cent).

Family members/relatives (43.20), ocneself (30.31 per cent),

friends/girl/boy friends (25.25 per cent).

April and October to January. Thai tourists preferred traveling within
the region while Bangkok tourists preferred going to attractions in

central, eastern, northern , and southern regions respectively.

Most Thai tourists used their own vehicles (passenger cars and
motorcycles, 44.84 per cent) while the other 42.46 per cent preferred

traveling by bus, planes and vessels (42.46) respectively.

The most suitable time for traveling was during festive seasons or
long weekends such as Songkran Festival, New Year Day and official
holidays. However there were people who preferred traveling during

these periods of time and vice versa.

Latest Domestic Traveling Behaviors

Main Activities

Traveling Activities

Minor Activities

Relaxation/recreation 58.01 per cent, Visiting relations/family 20.29

per cent and attending religious ceremonies, 11.36 per cent.

Sightseeing/recreating 28.71 per cent, relaxing 20.24 percent and
making merits/attending religious ceremonies, 15.13 per cent. The
most favorite eco-touring was visiting caves/ waterfalls, followed by

forest excursion and rafting respectively.

About 7.61 per cent of tourists claimed that they did not have any

minor activities apart from main activities. The minor activities mostly




done by tourists were sightseeing/recreating, relaxing and doing
shopping; while the favorite eco-touring activities were nature study,

caves/waterfalls visiting and vides taping respectively.

Members of the tour group were family members/relatives,
accounting for 52.31 per cent while guided tour group/filed survey
group/traveling group 29.33 per cent, and friends/girl or boy friends
10.90 per cent.

Favorite destinations of Thai Tourists of Different Regions:

Northern tourists

Northeastern tourists

Central region tourists

Eastern tourists

Southern tourists

Bangkokian tourists

Phetchabun, Khon Kaen and Chaiyaphum

Nong Bua Lamphoo, Chiangmai and Uthaithani

Lampang, Chiangmai and Sisaket

Pathumthani, Tak and Rayang

Changmai, Roi Et and Kampangpbet

Rayong, Pathumthani and Phetchabun

Most of the overnight-stay tourists preferred staying in the places without any charges. Thai tourists

preferred having meals at food shops, accounting for 74.74 per cent. Bing en route they had their

meals at food shops or food stalls, 54.69 per cent at food shop in gas stations 23.55 per cent; while

some brought with them the food cooked from home, 17.65 per cent.

Main vehicle used for traveling was private car, accounting for 47.96 per cent.

Neighboring countries often visited by Thai tourists were Myanma, Lao, Malaysia, Cambodia and

China Republic respectively. To go tc Myauma, Thai Tourists crossed the border at Chiangrai

Province which is the northern most province of the country, while in the northeastern region, Thai

Tourists crossed the border between Thailand and Laos at Bbolratchathani Province, and in the

south to go to Malaysia, they crossed the border at Songkhla Province.




Domestic Tourism Problems in 1999

- Personal problems : economics problem 58.31 per cent; having no time or having health
problems 23.83 per cent; having no liking for traveling 17.62 per cent; and going abroad

only 0.24 per cent.

- Other Problems: time suitable for traveling did not coincide with time available (56.36

per cent), financial problem (34.27 per cent), and vehicle problem (3.61 per cent).

Favorite Destinations

The northern region was the most favorites destination of those who never had a chance to travel
37.94 per cent; followed by the southern region, 21.57 per cent; and the eastern region, 11.57 per

cent respectively.

The most favorite province of each region were Chiangmai, Loey, Kanchanaburi, Cholburi and

Phuket provinces.
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