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ECOTOURISM MANAGEMENT BY COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN
NONGMAENA AREA, TUNG SALANG LUANG NATIONAL PARK, PETCHABUN
PROVINCE

K. Ouithavon', B. Chettasingh’, A. Nakornchai’, K. Somnarin®, L. Khunthong®, 8. Tumkhum?®, S. Kongkong’, S.
Sukmee®, B. Rongjig’ and K. Chimsud’

!Natural Resources Conservation Office, National Park, Wildlife and Plants Conservation Department
’Forest Products and Economic Research Office, Roral Forest Department

*Ratchaburi Province forest Office, Royal Forest Department

“Nongmaena village, Khaokor District, Petchabun Province

*Tantawan village, Khaokor District, Petchabun Province

Ecotourism management by community participation in Nongmaena Area, Tung Salang Luang
National Park, Petchabun Province were studied from October 2001 to July 2002. The aim is to
study the capacity and readiness of Tantawan and Nongmaena village on participatory ecotourism
management in their local area. This research project builds up “The local researcher team” from
villagers to collect local data, do the local natural resources surveying and gather them together to
“The local knowledge” for use in the local natiral resources management planning. The study
leads to establishment of “Tantawan-Nongmaena loving forest community” the local community
organization in this area with aims of the local natural resources and ecotourism management. The
testing implementation in tourism learning processes shows the capacity and readiness of villagers
can manage in ecotourism effectively. The crucial problem of ecotourism development is related
to limit ability of villagers in marketing and public relations management that should be promoted
by outside organization. This study is the alternative way for solve the conflict of forest and bio-
resources management that is a great deal of local community leaming for sustainable use and
management of natural resources.
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