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Abstract

This research aims to involve the local community of Ban Mae Klang Luang in the
development of ecotourism by using the participatory process. The methodologies
employed include Participatory Rural Appraisal techniques, Focus Group
Discussions, Workshops, Training programmes, Educational Tours, Informal
Dialogue, and Interactive Learning through Action.

Objectives:

1) To investigate the current situation of ecotourism at Ban Mae Klang Luang
destination by, focusing on aspects of the environment, society, culture,
economy influenced by tourism development, tourist activitities and their
management and involvement of the locals in the developmental process;

2) To examine characteristics of the destination and identify potential factors in
tourism development as well as employing local knowledge (local wisdom)
which potentially supports tourism management and its activities; and

3) To identify an appropriate form of sustainable tourism for a particular
location of Ban Mae Klang Luang.

The Findings

In the last situation , the development of ecotourism contributes to the locals’ income
generation and distribution, whereas the locals themselves became part of the tourist
attraction. The resulting consequence would be the changing face of society and
culture of the local residents. Additionally, tourism results in a negative impact on the
natural environment of the area, the most obvious problem being the potential litter
increase due to lack of proper waste management in the area.

After action research, in terms of tourism management, the research indicates the locals
face problems of management due to lack of knowledge, misconception of ecotourism
including its cost-benefits, management skills and negative attitude towards the
development. These factors influence all levels of local participation in tourism
management. However, it is suggested that the economic benefit and conservation of
natural environment to the society and culture of the local community would increase the
level of participation in the development process.
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