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Abstract

The study “Community and the Management of Ecological and Cultural

Tourism in Maehee Subdistrict, Pai District, Maehongson Province. “ is a qualitative
applied research for local community development which used Participatory Action
Research [PAR] technique that working closely with local youth who are in the both
status of young researchers and people in research area.

The objectives of this study are [1] to identify th.e problems of socio - economic,
local culture and environmental impact associated with tourism development activities,
[2] to find out the body of knowledge in the field of ecological and cultural tourism, [3]
to establish the network of ecological -and cultural tourism management that links to
learning network amongs local communities, and [4] to prepare the guideline of
ecological and cultural tourism that approppriate to local community context.

This study covered the area of six villages in Maehee subdistrict and giving
priority to three villges : Moo 1 Baan Maeyen, Moo 4 Baan Maeping and Moo 6 Baan
Houykeo where population are consisted of ethic Shan or Tai, Pkakeryaw or Karen and
Khonmuang or loca! Northern Thai. The length of stydy is twelve months, started from
March 2001 till February 2002. '

The study prioritized on working as a team and set up two young researcher
teams, one from Baan Maeyen and Baan Maehee villages and the others from Baan
Maeping and Baan Houykeo villages. Both teams had studied the guideline of using
local natural resources as factors of sustainable tourism management. which
integrated a holistic approach to merge economic development with social
development and environmental — ecological protection.

Collected data were subsequently classified and syntheized on the basis of
sustainable tourism development and ecololgical balance, concerning to natural
carrying capacity and a holistic sustainable environmental management. According to
these, the study reviewed and analysed tourism development and associated activities

that had implemented in various areas, especially indigenous knowledge in northen
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Thailand and mountain trekking that some villages in remoted area, such as Baan
Yapo in Pai District where directly related to drugs.

This study focussed on people centred which gave a chance for local
community people from each socio — economic level, to paticipate in identification of
tourism effects and took part in problem solving as stakeholders. This research
focussed on empowering all participants in grass - root level or community level, to
gain social equity and play important role in ecological and cultural tourism
management. |

In practice, the natural resources in each community of Maehee Subdistrict is
belong to people from all walk of life who had played a big role in ecological and
cultural tourism management and local communities preparedness that each people
can particpate in all management process such as planing, decision making,
implementing, evaluation and get both direct and indirct profit. The most important are
community based development which appropriate to their community context that can
leads to income distribution, life quality development and reducing the monopolised of
the business sector.

Furthermore, various activites were held in local communities to promote the
role of villagers in ecological and cultural tourism management that can‘le'ads to the

strengthening of their local communities.



