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Research Title : Developments of Youth Tourism Networks among
the Greater Mekong Sub-region Countries

Researchers : Prakorb Phon-ngam, et al

Abstract

The objectives of this study were to: 1) develop topics of research projects
essential for the program of a development of youth tourism networks among
universities in GMS countries, and 2) to develop university networks of youth tourism
and cross-border interests. Major data was collected from tourism and regional
development experts, universities’ administrators, teachers, students, and tourism stake
holders. The processes of the studies started and completed, mostly, in Loei, Bangkok,
Chiang Mai, Luang Prabang, and Vientiane during January 2006 to August 2007, using
qualitative research approaches included: documentary analysis, field surveys, casual
interviews, group discussions, meetings, work presentations and reviews. The studies
attempted to analyze the current situations and trends of tourism practices in the region,
formulated such trends into practical research topics essential for youth education, and
then formed the GMS university networks for such practices.

The study proposed 10 research problems to be investigated, 11 research topics
to be studied, and gained at least 18 universities as GMS university networks. The 11
research topics for further collaboration are: 1) A development of university networks on
GMS tourism, 2) GMS Tourism and knowledge managements for communication
flows, mutual understanding and benefit sharing, 3) Tourism research and cross
cultural studies for GMS youth education, 4) GMS Discoveries : borderless issues for
regional strengthening and sustainable development, 5) GMS Community based
tourism development for poverty reduction and regional relationship, 6) GMS tourism
knowledge asset link, 7) Potentials of tourism destinations and products at the area
along the GMS cross-border routes, 8 ) A development of an international degree
program in regional tourism management for sustainable development, 9) A
development of the center for GMS university networks for regional development
through tourism ( GMSUnets for RDT), 10) A Development of English learning
packages for communication in specific purposes in various fields related to tourism,
and 11) GMS identities and uniqueness.

It is highlighted that the research topics developed need suggestion, commend
and support between university networks and from fund providers for the improvement
and further practices. Communication and transportation flows could help with
effectiveness of the cross-border cooperation. English and internet link are proposed as
means for the contacts. In addiction, support for chances to make the excursions to all
major parts of GMS countries could help visitors and regional host understand each
other better.





