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Dissertation Title : Cultural Beliefs that Support Tourism in Songkhla Province
Student’s Name : Miss Kuntalee Vaitayavanich
Advisory Committee :  Assoc.Prof. Piboon Doungchan
Assoc.Prof. Dr. Pramarn Thepsongkhroh
Assoc.Prof. Dr. Sujitra Jorajit
Degree and Program : Doctoral of Philosophy in Cultural Studies
Academic Year : 2011

This study aimed to investigate the culture of belief in Songkhla province,
culture of belief with tourism included with the objectives of tourism relevant to the
culture of belief, geographic scenarios of tourism, duration of tourism according to the
culture of belief, and the tendency of tourism relevant to the culture of belief in
Songkhla province. Collected data by using in depth interview, participatory
observation, non-participatory observation, and focus group research were used for
the method of qualitative research.

The results of the study indicated that the culture of belief in Songkhla for
the last 50 years could be classified into 4 groups that were 1) belief relevant to
religious opinions, 2) belief relevant to holy things, 3) belief relevant to fortune, fate,
auspicious time, and sacred objects, and 4) belief relevant to sorcerer. These beliefs
created various rituals that were significant indicators to support tourism in Songkhla
province. Such tourism would fulfill the need of mind of individual tourist that had
particular purposes of offering merits, healing illness, building self-confidence, and
learning the unfamiliar cultures. The study found 5 basic indicators that would
support the tourism relevant to the culture of belief. Those were 1) legend and story of
holy things, 2) public relations, 3) cultural policy, 4) utilities development, and
5) tourism business. For geographic scenarios of tourism relevant to the culture of
belief, the study indicated the distribution of such scenarios was widespread in all
districts of Songkhla province with the congestion only in the major cities of Hat Yai

and Muang Songkhla. Duration of tourism according to the culture of belief would



depend on the convenience of tourists throughout the year and the particular days of
important events speculated by religions.

From 2005 — 2009, the statistics information from Songkhla Tourism and
Sport Office indicated that a number of international tourists had entered at Sadao and
Padang Besar immigration check-points increasingly each year except those in 2007
according to the unrest situation in the three southern border provinces and flooding
in Hat Yai. In 2005 — 2007, tourists seemed to spend less expense due to the economic
downturn all over the region. However, hotels and restaurant tended to increase the
number of gross domestic product (GDP). Data collected from the field (2007 — 2011)
indicated that more tourists came to participate in the traditional rituals every year.
Also there were some promotions for the tourism relevant to the culture of belief by
some government organizations along with the developing of geographic scenarios
and transportation to reach such tourism sites with more convenience. From the above
reasons, the study could predict that thére will be more international and Thai tourists
coming to visit Songkhla for the purpose of tourism relevant to the culture of belief in
the future.



