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Abstract

There were three objectives of tirc rcsearch sun'eying pubtic opinion and a study of
envirorunental irnpact on the establishment of new zoo for Sukhothai province: ro study the

environment, number of tourists, tourist sites, and economic state favorable to the establishment

of a zoo, and to survey p'.rblic opinion on the establisnment of new zoos and to study the impacts

expected to occur ifthe new zoo is established.

The research sample was obtained through multi-stage random sampling. The sample

consisted of general public 18 years of age and above, tourists fisiting tourist sites in the

provinces, teachers, school adminisbators, students and their guardiarrs at local schoots of basic

education and non formal education cenler, instructors, personnet, and studenrs at higher

education institutions, numbering 400 in Sukhorhai province.

Tne research instruments consisted of a questionnaire and an interview forr.r dealing

with opinions on the establishment of new zoos, and a form tc record documentary data on vital

indicators of the environment, number of tourists, tourist sites, and the economic state favorabte

to the establishment of a new zoo. The questionnaire was quatity checked for content vatidity by

experts with Index of Conespondence values between 0.67 and 1.00, and for reliability by means

of the Alpha Coefficient formula by Cronbach with a rcliability value of o.7sl6, rhe standard

fluctuation of measurenrent being at 0.50. The research findings w€rc as fo[ows.

l. For the environment, the number of tourists, tourist sites, and rhe economic state

favorable to the Gtablishmcnt of a new zoo may be summed up as fo[ows. For Sukhothai

Province, most of is topography was valley plain, the northem part being a plateau with a tong

mountain range toward the west, the ccntrat part being a plain and the southem part a plateau.

The economic state dcpendod principalty on the agricultural s@tor, wirh important economic

crops being rice and soybean The most prevalent industry wils transportation. Important tourist

sites werc, in particular, hiseorical, archeotogical, and cultural. The rourism of Suls...rhai

Provirrce at the beginning of the decadc from 20o7 continued to grow from the previous years,

with a rate of groMh of 11.62 per cent, with Thais growing at 12.s7 per cent, and tourists from

abroad at9.76perccnt.
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2. The outcome of the survey of public opinions on the establishrnent of a new zoo

may be srrmmerj up as follows. Regarding space readiness and the factors favorabte to rhe

es:tahlishment of the zoo, il was found that most of the people agreed the most on every aspect of
thc esiablishmenl of the zoo. Regarding fie roleJfunctions of state/private agencies favoring the

establishment of the zoo, it was found that most of the people agreed the most on the role of

creation of a network linking state and private agencies to assist in tourism management and

promote it, on the development of the zoo as a tourist site for conservation, on the agencies

providing financial support for the establishment of the zoo, and of the development of the

province as a famous and well-known tourist site, among others. Regarding agencies suitable to

participate in supporting rhe establishment of the zoo, it uras found ltlat most of the people agreed

the most to have agencies do so. Regarding community participation in the establishment of rhe

new zoo, most of the people agreed the most that it was fitting for the community to participate in

assessment loward the development of the zoo, to have a part in tourist publicity of the zoo, and

to take part in the establishment cf the z(lo, arnong others. Regar<iing impacts on the communiw

to be expected from the establishment of the zoo, most of the peoplc agreed the most on positive

impacts on every count. Regarding benelits from the establishment of the new zoo, most of rhe

people agreed the most on benefits for tourism, with benefits for education being next in
importance.

3. For the impacts, weaknesses and suggestions, the location of the zq) wilr ..Talay

Luang Field" in Ban Kluay Sub'district, Mueang Sukhothai District, Sukhothai province. The
place was accessible by several Krutes. The area was a plain, ctear and enonnous, with a large

man-made pond. After land leveling, several agencies werc constructed therc. Therc were fite
hamlets around the area. The rnajority of the people were engaged in rice farming, high-land

farming, and hiring service. High pints for tourisn were: the locality was considered an

important historic site of tF 
"ourrtry; 

culturally it was tbc architectural sourge of Suklrothai

Period and wis abundant in ruty originat fotk art and craft; it also prescrved the value of being an

ancient historic toum to help cor.;crve the moral fiber of the place. weak points existed that

might hamper the estabtishment of a zoo. For example, the tocat people were rather poor. The

condition of roads nee&d improvement. The people had not all been informed of the

development. Neverthelcss, all groups in the area r,.'e!e in frvor of thc establishment of a zoo in
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the ar€a, because the zoo world be a source of learning for young people and economic benefirs

might accnre. Suggestions were made by the community. The peoplc felt rhat a new zoo orr*hr

to be located in Sukhothai Province, as the provincc was rcady in severai ways. It r+.as belic,,.:.j

that the zoo establishment would probably not affect the comm',niry, as the area wi6 an enonnous

clear area not being much utilized by the local people. The type of zcx, ctesired by the comrnunj:.;

would be an open and closed mixture. But because this was a clear area as a rcsutt of land

leveling, there were no trees. The establishment of a large museup of fresh-water animals there

would be appropriate, but this woutd rcquire a huge sum of money.
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