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Abstract

There were three objectives of the rcsearch sun'eying public opinion and a srudv of
environmental impact on the estabtishment of new zoo for Nakl,on sawan province: to stud!. the
environmenl' number of tourisls, tcurisl sites, and €coooroic stare favorable to the establishment
of a zco' and to survey public opinion on the estabtishment of new zoos and to study rhe impacc
expected to occur if rhe new zoo is established.

The research sample was obtained through multi-sragt random sampling. The samplc
consisted of general public t8 yean of agc and above, tourists visiting rourist sires in the
provinces' teache6, schoot adminisharors, students and their guardians at tocal schools of bcsic
education and non formal education cenrer, insrructors, personnel, and students at higher
education institurions, numbering 373 in Nakhon Sawan provincc.

The research instruments consisted of a questionnaire and an interview form dealing
with cpinions on the establishment of new zoos, and a form ro record documentary data on r.iut
indicators of the environnrent, number of lourists, rourist sires, and rhe economic stare favorabte
to fte esablishment of a new zoo' The quesrionnairc was quatiry checked for content ralidiry by
experts with Index of correspondcnce values between 0.67 and l.0o, and for rcliability by means
of the Alpha coellicient formuta by cronbach with a reliability value of 0.7516, rhe *andard
fluct.ation of measurement 6uing at 0.50. The research findings were as fo[ows.

l' Tlie environment, the number of tourists, tourist sites, and the economic srate
favorable to the establislrmcnt of a new ?N rr],ly be summed up as fottows. For Nakhon Sawan
Prcvince' most of its topography rras rraltey plain suiable for agriculture, its economic state
belng ocpenaent on thc inaustrial sqctor' wholcsale and reail sale business enterprises, and the
agricultural sector' it buing the lsrSest doeatanring site in the Nonh. Ir was endowed with naturat
as well as culturat tourist sites of importurce and variety. The number of rcurists as a whole
aecreasod sonrc, owing to dte continuing avian flu epidemic.

frctors' fort cxaryle; 
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agencies desrrable for support of the cstabtishment of a zoo, ir was found that most of the peopte
agrc':d' among otlierc' on the roles ot'construction of a nerwork between state and private sectors
lo supriort tourisnt rnrnagemcnt' devclop a zoo for conservaiion tourism. and ro finance joinrty
the establishment of a zoo' Regarding organizations favored for participation in rhe support of rhe
establishrnent of 2 2q11 tbr a pnrvince, il was found thar most of the peopte agreedhighr;- on
various o'ganizations participating in tcnding support. Regarding community participarion, ir u.as
found that most of the people agrecd on community participation in the estabrishmenr of a zo),
especia'y agreeing mo$ on thc participation in assessmenr reading to zoo devetopmsnl.
Regarding expected impact on community shoutd a zoo be established in a province, ir uas found
that the majority of the neople agreed mosr on the prospect of a better environmenr for the
province. Next in importance were an ooportunity to leam about how to care for the
environment, a grealer opporrunity for children, youths, and people of a comrnunity to leam a
foreign language' and community people acquiring new occupations in connection with.rourism.
Regarding benetis from the esmblishment of a new zoo, ir was found that mo* of the people
agreed most of all on the prospect of a zoomaking a province known to general public and of
attracting tourist borh Thai and foreign to visit the province. Next in importance w€ne benefis for
education.

3' For the impacts, weaknesses and suggestions, the location of the zoo in Nong Buasubdistict and Nong Klup sub-district, Nong Bua Disuict, could be reached through tno
enuianc€s' with easy faveling condition. The area was mixed forest. Therc were two $a.l
reservoirs' The total area was 600 rai. The major occupatiors of the peopre around the rocation
of the zoo werc rice farming and cassava farming. Affer rhe praaring season they offered gpocrar
service for hire' The economic statrs involved trro major gou.1o of milr business owmrs andfarmers' The leaders of the area were shong consising of those,holding pooitions of pnovincial
council members and of administrators of the sub-dis'ict administra,ir" org"r,ir"rio*, * we, ascommunity leaders' The smong points of tou.;sm had to do with borh curture and naturar
environment' and these could be promoted and developod into inreresting roruist sites at nationallevel' weak pints exised thar migirt hamper rhe estabrisr,ncor of the zoo and an impacr oosotttc local people' Neveahdess, the people fclr thar the csauishmenr of the zoo uoutd bebcncficial econonically and cducarionalty. They ncnt aloog wifi &e idea ofestablishing a zoo in
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dte at€a' and believed that the community was ready to took after the zoo. The kinrJ rrf zoo
sought by rhe community would be an open zoo with as mucrr nature as possible. Jhr.. .ninrons c:
the research tcam boiled down to ihe possibility of esablishing a zoo in Nong Bua Districr
because of thc rcadiness of the district in rcrms of spacc and coorreration b_,rreen iocai
organizations and the people.
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