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Abstract

There were three objectives of the research surveying public opinion and a study of
environmental impact on the establishment of new zoo for Nakl.on Sawan Province: to study the
environment, number of tourists, tourist sites, and econosnic state favorable to the establishment
of a 200, and to survey public opinion on the establishment of new 200s and to study the impacts
expected to occur if the new 700 is established.

The research sample was obtained through multi-stag® random sampling. The sample
consisted of general public 18 years of age and above, tourists visiting tourist sites in the
provinces, teachers, school administrators, students and their guardians at local schools of bzsic
education and non formal education center, instructors, personnel, and students at higher
education institutions, numbering 373 in Nakhon Sawan Province.

The research instruments consisted of a questionnaire and an iterview form dealing
with opinions on the establishment of new zoos, and a form to record documeniary data on vital
indicators of the environment, number of tourists, tourist sites, and the economic state favorable
to the establishment of a new z0o. The Questionnaire was quality checked for coatent validity by
experts with Index of Correspondence values between 0.67 and 1.00, and for reliability by means
of the Alpha Coefficient formula by Cronbach with a reliability value of 0.7516, the standard
fluctuation of measurement faeing at 0.50. The research findings were as follows. A

l. The environment, the number of tourists, tourist sites, and the economic state
favorable to the establishment of a new zoo may be summed up as follows. For Nakhon Sawan
Province, most of its tOMhy was valley plain suitable for agriculture, its economic state
being dependent on the industrial sector, wholesale and retail sale business enterprises, and the
agricultural sector, it being the largest rice-planting sit;: in thc; North. It was emiowed with natural
as well as cultural tourist sites of importance and \'lariety. The number of tourists as a whole
decreased some, owing to the continuing avian flu epidemic.

' 2. The outcome of the survey of put;lic opinions is on space readiness and readiness
factors, fort example, suitable natural resources, adequate space for establishment of a zoo,
readiness of electncul ivsﬁem -and -of services of food ‘shops/souvenir siiops, appropriate
landscape/lwahon of % , “'Bua District Rd.egtﬂ(!mgJ the' roles/functions of state/private
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agencies desirable for support of the cstablishment of a zoo, it was found that most of the people
agreed. among others, on the roles.of construction of a network between state and private sectors
' SuUpjort ourism management. develop a zoo for conservation tourism. and to finance Jointy
the establishment of a zoo. Regarding organizations favored for participation in the support of the
establishment of a zoo for a province, it was found that most of the people agreed highly on
various organizations participating in lending support. Regarding community participation, it was
found that most of the people agreed on commhnity participation in the establishment of a 200,
especially agreeing most on the participation in assessment leading to zoo development.
Regarding expected impact on community should a zoo be established in a province, it was found
that the majority of the people agreed most on the prospect of a better environment for the
povince.  Next in importance were an opportunity to leam about how to care for the
environment, a greater opportunity for children, youths, and people of a community to leam a
foreign language, and community people acquiring new occupations in connection with tourism.

Regarding benefits }‘rom the establishment of a new 200, it was found that most of the people

agreed most of all on the prospect of a zoo making a province known to general public and of
attracting tourist both Thai and foreign to visit the province. Next in importance were benefits for
education.

3. For the impacts, weaknesses and suggestions, the location of the zoo in Nong Bua
Sub-district and Nong Klup Sub-district, Nong Bua District, could be reached through two
entrances, with easy traveling condition. The area was. mixed forest. There were two water
reservoirs. The total area was 600 rai. The major occupations of the people around the location
of the zoo were rice farming and cassava farming. After the planting season they offered general
i service for hire. The economic status involved two major groups of mill business owners and
_ farmers. The leaders of the area were strong consisting of those.holding positions of provincial

> council members and of administrators of the sub-district administrative organizatibns, as well as

community leaders. The strong points of tou.*sm had to do with both culture and natural
environment, and these could be promoted and developed into interesting tourist sites at national
level. Weak points existed thar migiit hamper the establishment of the 200 and an impact on
some local people. Nevertheless, the people felt that the establishment of the 300 would be
beneficial economically and educationally. They went along with the idea of establishing a zoo in
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the arca, and believed that the community was ready to look after the zoo. The kind of zoo

sought by the commumty would be an open zoo with as much nature as possible. The opinions ot

the research tcam boiled down to the possibility of establishing a zo0 in Nong Bua Dnsm;t

because of the readiness of the district in terms of space and cooperation

1 ]

brrween jocai
organizations and the people.




