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Abstract

There were three objectives of the research surveying public opinion and a study of
environmental impact on the establishment of new zoo for Surin Province: to study the
environment, number of tourists, tourist sites, and economic state favorable to the establishment
of a zoo, and to survey public oginion un the establishment of new zoos and to study the impacts
expected to occur if the new zoo is established.

The research sample was obtained through multi-stage random sampling. The sample
consisted of general public 18 years of age and above, tourisfs visiting towist sites in the
provinces, teachers, school administrators, students and their guardians at local schools of basic
education and non formal education center, instructors, personnel, and students at higher
education institutions, numbering 381 in Surin Province.

The research instruments consisted of a questionnaire and an interview form: dealing
with opinions on the establishment of new zoos, and a form to record documentary data on vital
indicators of the environment, number of tourists, tourist sites, and the economic state f2vorable
to the establishment of a new zoo. The questionnaire was quality checked for content validity by
experts with Index of Correspondence values between 0.67 and 1.00, and for reliability by means
- of the Alpha Coefficient formula by Cronbach with a reliability value of 0.7516, the standard
fluctuation of measurement being at 0.50. The research findings were as follows.

1. For the environment, the number of tourists, tourist sites, and the economic state
favorable to the establishment of a new zoo may be summed up as follows. For Surin Province,
the part of its topography adjacent to the Kingdom of Kampuchea was dense forest and mountains
one after another. The middle part was mainly valley plain. Its economic staie depended on
agriculture, and next to it were the sector of wholesale and retail trade, the service sector, the
transportation sector, and the construction sector. Its varied tourist sites were related to nature as
well as cultural history. Its tourist statistic for the year 2004 included 706,525 Thai tourisi.
(98.58 per cent) and 10,183 tourists from abroad (1.42 per cent.

2. The outcome of the survey of public opinions on the establishment of a new zoo in
the province may be summed up as follows. Regarding space readiness and the factors favorable
to the estabhshmt of thczoo, most of the people agteedhnghly on the establishment of the zoo
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in Ta Toom District, Surin Province, in every respect. Regarding the roles/functions of
statc/private agencies favoring the establishment of the zoo, it was.found that most of the people
agreed highly to have various agencics take part in the establishment of the zoo, in rendering
financial support, and in all other aspects. Regarding agencies to participate in lending support to
the establishment of the zoo, it was found that most of the people agreed the most to have various
agencies play the role of support for the establisi'lmeng of the zoo. Regarding community
participation in the establishment of the zoo, it was found that most of the people of Surin
Province agreed most of all to participate in assessment leading to the development of the zoo.
Regarding impacts on the comumnunity that might be expected from theestablishment of the zoo in
the province, the people saw both positive and negative impacts. Regarding benefits from the
establishment of the zoo, it was found that most of the people agreed the most that environmental
conservation would benefit, that the province would become known to general public, and that
educational benefits would accrue.

3. For the impacts. weaknesses and suggestions, the location of the zoo was in Dong Pu
Din Forest. which was a forest preserve area, with several hamlets surrounding it. The forest was
accessible by several entrance ways. The area of the forest was divided to serve a variety of
purposes. Most of the people made their living from rice farming and the raising of oxen, water
buffaloes, and clephants. Its outstanding points for tourism came from the distinctiveness of its
area and culture. Its social and cultural capital so stood out that it was inestimable. Its culwral
and environmental capital could be developed so as to make the area a unique tourist site, with
only a need for the kind of management in harmony with the cultural way of the community.

Possible weak points to hamper the establishment of a zoo were that tourist routes were far apart

and would require some traveling time, and that the majority of the local people were poor and -

heavily in debt. But this project would fit in with the project of bringing elephants back home of
the Provincial Administrative Organization. And the establishment of the zoo would tend to help
conserve the forest as a whole and provide se'ting outlets for OTOP products of the hamlets,
among other things. Most of the people favored the establishment of a zoo for economic reasons,
but some groups might be affccted who had reaped benefits from the forest. Regarding the

people’s opinions on the desirable type of zoo, it was found that the people wanted an open zoo
that would be in harmony with the original natural smundings as much as possible, and that the
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people ought to have a part in looking after the forest as well as animals. Suggestions followsd
from a research on the potentials of the area and the community bascd on a variety of henefits
yielded by the forest. A public opinion survey among the local people informed on the
establishment of the zoo showed that the establishment of the zoo might affect the daily conduct

of life and deprive the pcople of products earlier yielded by the forest.




