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Abstract

There were three objectives of the rcsearch sun'eying public opinion and a srud1' of

environmental irnpact on the establishment of new zoo tbr Sunn Province: to snrdy the

environment, number of tourists, tourist sites, and economic state favorable to rhe esrablishment

of a zoo, and to survey public cpini..n .ln the establishment of new zoos and to study the impacts

expected lo occur if the new zoo is established.

The rcsearch sample was obmined through multi-stage random sampling. The sample

consisted of general public 18 years of age and above, tourislb visiting tourist sites in the

provinces, teache6, school administrators, students and their guardians at local schools of basic

education end non formal education center, ins0uctors, personnel, and students at higher

education institutions, numbering 381 in Surin Province.

Ttre research instruments consisted of a questionnaire and an interview fbrn: dealing

with opinions on the establishment of new zoos, and a form to record docurnentary data on vital

indicators of the environment, number of tourists, tdurist sites, and the economic state tarorable

to the estabtishment of a new zoo. The questionnaire was quality checked for content t'alidiq' by

experts with Index of Conespondence values between 0.67 and 1.00, and for reliabilit-v by means

. of the Alpha Coefficient formula by Cronbach with a reliability value of 0.7516, the stan&rd

fluctuation of measurernent bcing at 0.50. The research furdings were as follows.

l. For the environment, the number of tourists, tourist sites, and lhe economic sute

favorable io thc establistrmcnt of a oew zoo m8y be surnmed up as follows. For Surin Provincc,

6e part of its topognphy adjaccot to the Kingdom of lkmpuchea was dense forest and mountairu

one aftcr anothcr. The middle part was mafurly rraltey plain lts economic stare depended on

agriorlture, and next to it wcre thc scctor of uilrolesalc and retail trade, the service scctor, Ore

transportati<in sector, and lhe constsuction scctor. Its variod tourist sites werc rclated to narure as

well as cultural history. Its tourist statistic for Orc year 2004 furcluded 76,525 Thai tourisu

(98.5t per cent) atd 10,183 tourists tom ab,rroad (1.42 pcr cent.

2. Thc outmc of thc survey of public opiniom on thc cstablishsrcnt of a oew zoo in

thc provincc Ery b tr@Gd rp as follows. Rcgardigg spcoc rcadincss aod thc factors favorable

to the establishmt dfttc'iDo; iirc of 6c peoplc agrccaUOIV on the cstablstrment of thc zoo
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in Ta Toonr District. Surin Province. in every r€spect. Rcgarding the roleVfunctions of

statc,/private a-tcrrcics favoring the estahlishment of the zoo, it was found that most of the people

ag:ced highly to have '.'arious agencics take part in the establishment of the zoo, in rendering

Iinancial support. and in all other aspects. Regarding agerrcies to participale in lending suppon ro

the establishment of the zoo, it was found that most of the people agreed the most to have various

agencies plry the role of support for the establishment of the zoo. Regarding commtrniry

participation in the establishment of the zoo, it was found that most of the people of Surin

Province agreed most of all to participate in assessment leading to the development of the zoo.

Regarding impacs on the corrunrmity that might be expected from thqestablishment of the zoo in

the province, the people saw both positive and negative impacts. Regarding benefis from rhe

establishment of the zoo, it was found that most of the people agreed the most that envinrnmenral

conservation would benefil, that the province would bocome known to general public, and Orat

educational benelits would accrue.

3. For the impacts. weaknesses and suggestions, thc loca:ion of the zoo was in Dong Pu

Din Forest. which *'as a forcst pre.selve area, with several hamlets surrounding it. The forcsr u'as

accessible by several entrance ways. The area of the forest was divided to serve a varieq' of

purposes. Most of the people made their living from rice farming and the raising of oxen, rrarer

buffaloes, and clephants. Its outstanding points for tourism carne from the distinctiveness cf its

area and culture. Is socid and cultural capital so stood out that it was inestimable. Its culnral

and environmental capital could be developed so as to make the area a unique toruig site, s,ith

only a need for the kind of management in harmony with the cultural way of fire comrnunity.

Possible weak points to lumper the establishment of a zm were that tourist toutes were far apart

and would requirc some uaveling time, and that the rnarolty of the local people rverc poor and

heavily in debt But this Fojcct would fit in with dre project of bringing ele,phans badc hooe of

the Provincial Administrative Organization And the ctablishncnt of the zoo.rould tcod to help

consere the forcst as a wlrole and provi& se'ling outlets for OTOP products of thc hamlets,

among othcr things. Most of thc people favored tlre establishmcnt of a zoo for economic ngrrxrrui,

but some groups might be affccted wlro bad reapd bcnefis frorn the foresL Regarding the

people's opinions o the dcsirable type of zoo, it uns found that 6e peo,ple wantod an opco zoo

that would be in lrarmry with thc qiginat nanmt srnouodiagp as much as possiblc, md 6il thc
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people ought to have a part in looking after the forest as well as animals. Suggestions follor.te,J

from a research on the potentials of the area and the cornnrunity bascd on a variety of henefi:;

yielded by the forest. A public opinion survey among the local peoplc infonne6 on rhe

establishment of the zoo showed that the establishmenr of tlrc zoo mighr affect rhe daill corrjucr

of life and deprive the people of producrs earlier yietded by rhe forest.
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