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Abstract

This thesis aims to study Thai tourism culture from 1851 to the present. It
describes how Thai tourism developed and what factors came to influence the Thai
notion of tourism. These factors include indigenous world view, belief systems, socio-
economic conditions, politics, government policies and the impact of Western culture.

The result of this study shows that prior to the reign of King Mongkut, Thais did
not have a clear concept of tourism as was understood in the West. To begin with, Thais
did not use their leisure time in touring for pleasure. Thereafter, the Thai ruling elite
became influenced by Western ideas of tourism, namely, travelling for pleasure.
Members of royal family and high ranking officials were the first group to adopt as
Western way of life. Making a journey to the provinces and places of attraction was
something to be expected pericdically. From the mid-nineteenth century on, the lifestyle
of people of high status was gradually immitated by the people of the lower classes.

Entering the twentieth century, tourism came to mean more specifically for Thais
“travelling for pleasure”, “travelling for health recovery”, and “travelling for educational
purposes”.

in the first phase of tourism development in Thailand, people of high social
status flocked to seaside resorts. Hua-Hin was the most popular destinations, especially
after The State Railways of Siam opened its Southern route pass that place. From the
1960s on, the meaning of tourism has extended to cover some other activities. For
example, tourism has been organised in conjunction with study tour, sports events,
seminars, cultural events and ecotourism.

From the 1960s, tourism for most people has been organised in two ways, either
by going in private groups or buying services from travel agents.

In the last decades, as the public have become more concerned about
ecological deterioration in Thailand, most people have turned to ecotourism as a major

alternative.
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