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Abstract

The study of ‘the socio-cultural impacts of tourism on temple and communities: A case
study of Wat Phairongwua, Tambon Bang Ta Then, Amphoe Song Phi Nong, Suphanburi
province’ aims to study the management pattern of tourist attractions in monastic areas. The study
focused on the social and cultural impacts of tourism on temples and communities. Informal
interview, in-depth interview and participatory observation from 35 sampled monks and citizens
in total conducted it.

According to the study over the issue of management pattern of tourist attractions, Wat
Phairongwua had plenty of tourist resources, parking lots, restrooms, bathrooms, security system,
and the market that could very well respond to the tourist activities. However, the temple's current
management pattern that was not adequate to the occurring problems in the context of tourism
had led to many problems.

In term of social and cultural impacts of tourism on the temple and the community, it was
found that there were both positive and negative impacts.

The positive impacts were the temple had more income for its development and tourism
generated jobs and businesses for people living near the temple. The emergence of market led to
the purchasing opportunities for people in the community. It supported opportunity creation for
new occupations and household industry development. Besides, the public sector announced the
temple to be educational Park.

The negative impacts were tourism might lead to conflicts of interest with regulations of
the temple. Profit-takers took everything they could from the temple and significantly, there were
impacts on the monks’ way of life in terms of studying and practicing Buddhism. In addition, the
temple has been increasingly facing an increasing problem of waste management.

In this study, there are suggestions for tourism management development; the temple
should have effective plan for developing the temple and tourism activities, people in the
community should be encouraged to participation in the management. The role of monks should
be considered in terms of appropriateness in dealing with tourism-related activities. This must be

considered from the monastic regulations as its first priority.

(2)
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